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And  courage  will  come  with  his  presence,  and 
patience  return  with  his  touch, 

And  manifold  sins  be  forgiven  to  those  who 
love  him  much ; 

And  the  cries  of  envy  and  anger  will  change  to 
songs  of  cheer, 

For  the  toiling  age  will  forget  its  rage  when  the 
Prince  of  Peace  draws  near. 

— Henry  Van  Dyke. 
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CHRIST  THE  KING. 

“All  authority  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  on  earth.”  Matt.  28:  18. 


Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D. 


Note — The  following  article  appeared  in 
the  August  issue  of  the  Chinese  Recorder, 
which  is  the  journal  of  the  American  Pres- 
byterian Mission  in  China.  It  is  the  sub- 
stance of  an  address  which  Dr.  Robb  deliv- 
ered at  a number  of  conferences  of  the  mis- 
sionaries in  China,  and  contains  so  well 
the  special  message  of  our  Church  that  we 
are  sure  our  readers  will  be  glad  to  have  it 
in  full.  It  is  of  great  account  to  have 
this  message  spread  abroad  in  the  young 
Republic  of  China. 


One  of  my  tasks  of  childhood,  for 
which  I am  so  thankful,  was  to  com- 
mit the  Shorter  Catechism.  The  reply 
to  the  question,  “What  offices  doth 
Christ  execute  as  our  Redeemer,”  is 
as  follows : “Christ  as  our  Redeemer 
executeth  the  office  of  a prophet,  of  a 
priest,  and  of  a king;  both  in  his  es- 
tate of  humiliation  and  exaltation.” 
I think  this  statement  as  to  the  three- 
fold office  of  Christ  is  accepted  by 
Christians  generally  throughout  the 
world. 

I recently  took  Nave’s  topical  Bible 
and  counted  the  passages  in  which  he 
relates  to  these  offices.  I found  twenty- 


eight  passages,  some  quite  extended, 
discussing  his  priestly  office.  There 
are  forty-six,  much  briefer,  relating 
to  his  office  as  prophet,  and  no  less 
than  two  hundred  and  eight  passages 
setting  forth  the  kingly  office  and 
authority  of  Christ. 

While  we  cannot  make  it  a fixed 
rule  that  the  attention  given  to  any 
subject  in  the  sacred  Word  is  a cor- 
rect index  of  its  importance,  we  can 
safely  say  that  there  is  some  connec- 
tion; and  this  very  extensive  refer- 
ence to  the  kingly  office  of  Christ, 
almost  three  times  as  much  as  to  both 
the  other  offices  combined,  certainly 
is  confirmatory  evidence  of  what  the 
Bible  so  clearly  teaches,  that  the  king- 
ship  of  Christ  is  of  supreme  impor- 
tance, and  that  the  fullness  of  his 
kingdom  wherein  he  shall  be  all  and 
in  all,  and  his  saints  shall  be  sharers 
with  him  in  his  glory,  is  the  consum- 
mation to  which  all  things  point  for- 
ward. 

But  difficulty  attaches  to  the  under- 
standing of  this  office  as  to  neither  of * 
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the  others.  So  far  as  known  to  us, 
there  is  general  agreement,  among 
all  who  accept  the  Bible,  as  to  the 
essential  features  of  the  prophetic 
and  priestly  offices  of  Christ.  But 
when  it  comes  to  the  kingly  office, 
there  is  great  variety  of  opinion  and 
endless  divergence  of  view.  The  very 
multiplicity  of  statement  and  ex- 
tended discussion  in  the  Word  gives 
room  for  divergence  of  view.  A fur- 
ther difficulty  is  that  while  the  essen- 
tial features  of  Christ’s  office  as 
prophet  and  priest  have  already  been 
fulfilled,  the  full  manifestation  of  the 
earthly  phase  of  his  kingdom  still 
waits  on  the  future.  In  this,  as  al- 
ways, complete  understanding  of  the 
prophetic  word  must  wait  on  its  ful- 
filment. 

Under  such  conditions  one  can  but 
speak  with  humility  and  as  a seeker 
after  truth.  A reason  for  speaking 
today  is  that  in  the  very  strong  em- 
phasis that  is  being  placed  at  present 
on  the  future  of  Christ’s  kingdom  and 
the  hope  entertained  of  the  very  near 
approach  of  the  millenial  kingdom, 
there  are  some  phases  of  this  kingly 
office  of  Christ  of  no  little  importance 
that  are  either  not  understood  or 
largely  forgotten. 

Please  note  the  following  passages : 

“All  authority  is  given  unto  me  in 
heaven  and  on  earth.” — Matt.  28:  18. 

“The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  Sit 
thou  on  my  right  hand  till  I make 
thine  enemies  the  footstool  of  thy  feet. 
Let  all  the  house  of  Israel  therefore 
know  assuredly,  that  God  hath  made 
him  both  Lord  and  Christ,  this  Jesus 
whom  ye  crucified.” — Acts  2 : 34-36. 

“Wherefore  God  also  highly  exalted 
him  and  gave  unto  him  the  name 
which  is  above  every  name;  that  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should 
bow,  of  things  in  heaven  and  things 
on  earth  and  things  under  the  earth, 
and  that  every  tongue  should  confess 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory 
of  God  the  Father.”— Phil.  2 : 9-11. 

“He  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and 
made  him  to  sit  at  his  right  hand  in 
the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  rule, 


and  authority,  and  power,  and  domin- 
ion, and  every  name  that  is  named, 
not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that 
which  is  to  come ; and  he  put  all  things 
in  subjection  under  his  feet,  and  gave 
him  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the 
church,  which  is  his  body.  The  full- 
ness of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all.” — 
Eph.  1 : 20-23. 

“When  he  had  made  purification  of 
sins,  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majesty  on  high.” — Heb.  1:  3. 

“But  of  the  Son  he  saith,  Thy 
throne,  0 God,  is  for  ever  and  ever; 
and  the  sceptre  of  righteousness  is 
the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom.  Thou 
hast  loved  righteousness,  and  hated 
iniquity;  Therefore  God,  thy  God, 
hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of 
gladness  above  thy  fellows.” — Heb. 
1 : 8,  9. 

We  might  quote  further  at  very 
great  length  but  these  will  suffice  for 
my  purpose. 

Please  note  that  these  passages  are 
all  in  the  past  or  present  tense.  While 
some  of  them  quoted  from  the  Old 
Testament  were  originally  in  the 
prophetic  present,  speaking  of  the 
future  as  though  now  present,  as  used 
by  the  New  Testament  writers  they, 
without  exception,  point  to  some  thing 
already  fulfilled.  Certainly  none  can 
question  that  the  passages  quoted 
refer  to  a completed  transaction  and 
that  power  and  honor  and  glory  have 
already  been  given  to  Christ. 

Note  further  the  limitless  charac- 
ter of  the  dignity  bestowed.  All  au- 
thority, all  power,  all  dominion,  all 
things  in  subjection  under  His  feet, 
Head  over  all  things  to  the  church. 

Also  note  that  this  honor  has  been 
bestowed  on  Him  as  a reward  of  His 
sacrificial  suffering  and  death.  “He 
became  obedient  unto  death,  yea,  the 
death  of  the  cross.  Wherefore  God 
also  hath  highly  exalted  him.”  “For 
the  suffering  of  death  crowned  with 
glory  and  honor.” 

We  draw  the  following  conclusions 
from  these  and  associated  passages, 
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I.  Jesus  Christ  is  now  a king. 

II.  He  is  king,  not  from  any 
choice  of  men,  but  by  the  appoint- 
ment and  authority  of  God  the  Father. 

III.  God  hath  appointed  him  king 
as  a reward  of  his  redemptive  work 
on  our  behalf. 

IV.  And  finally,  all  things,  except 
the  Father  who  appointed  him,  are 
now  under  the  mediatorial  dominion 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

There  is  a notion  in  the  minds  of 
some  that  Christ  is  not  yet  king.  That 
He  will  not  be  king  until  men  make 
Him  such.  They  say  He  is  now  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  but  not  on  His 
throne.  But  if  the  right  hand  of  God 
be  not  the  throne,  where  can  there 
ever  be  a throne?  The  right  hand 
means  power.  It  means  that  God  has 
conferred  on  him  all  the  authority 
that  ever  lay  in  His  own  right  hand. 
Just  as  Pharoah  gave  all  the  insignia 
of  his  own  authority  to  Joseph  and 
said,  Only  in  the  throne  will  I be 
greater  than  thou,  and  to  the  people 
said,  Go  to  Joseph,  so  the  great  apos- 
tle, in  writing  to  the  Corinthians  says 
that  God  put  all  things  under  His  feet 
excepting  Himself  and  that  He  must 
reign  until  all  things  are  subjected  to 
Him  in  fact  as  they  now  are  by  right 
of  God’s  appointment.  The  transac- 
tion is  complete  in  so  far  as  his  ap- 
pointment and  investiture  with  au- 
thority are  concerned.  It  is  incom- 
plete in  that  His  subjects  have  not 
yet  in  full  acknowledged  Him.  To  il- 
lustrate : When  King  George  of  Eng- 
land succeeded  to  the  throne  of  his 
illustrious  father,  the  coronation  cer- 
emonies were  held  in  Westminster 
Abbey.  It  was  there  that  the  crown 
was  placed  upon  his  head,  and  with 
rites  of  dignity  and  splendor  befitting 
such  an  occasion  he  was  formally  in- 
vested with  all  the  insignia  of  author- 
ity rightfully  belonging  to  the  ruler 
of  a great  people.  As  he  left  the  place 
he  was  greeted  by  a mighty  throng 
of  people  who  rejoiced  to  look  upon 
the  face  of  their  king  and  acknowl- 
edge him.  We  say  with  the  greatest 
confidence  that  no  one  in  that  mighty 


throng  raised  the  cry  to  make  him 
king  or  to  crown  him.  These  trans- 
actions were  finished.  Yet  today  in 
the  literature  and  songs  of  the  church 
we  read  and  sing  to  make  Jesus  King 
and  to  crown  Him.  Let  us  not  for  a 
moment  question  either  the  love  or 
loyal  sincerity  of  those  who  use  these 
terms.  They  are  just  nineteen  hun- 
dred years  behind  the  times.  Making 
Jesus  king  and  crowning  Him  are 
transaction  with  which  men  had  noth- 
ing to  do,  and  which  are  already  past. 
The  kingdom  of  God  is  an  absolute 
monarchy  in  which  the  sole  duty  of 
men  is  to  obey.  God  established  the 
kingdom  and  put  the  sceptre  in  the 
hand  of  His  Son.  “Yet  have  I set  my 
king  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion.”  “Let 
all  the  house  of  Israel  know  assuredly 
that  God  hath  made  him  both  Lord 
and  Christ,  this  Jesus  whom  ye  cru- 
cified.” Men  crucified  Him:  God 

crowned  Him.  “For  the  suffering  of 
death  crowned  with  glory  and  honor.” 
The  coronation  is  past.  It  occurred 
when  Christ  arose  from  the  dead  and 
ascended  into  the  heavens  far  above 
all  might  and  power  and  dominion 
and  every  name  that  is  named,  not 
only  in  this  world,  but  in  that  which 
is  to  come.  If  you  will  read  the  twenty- 
fourth  Psalm  you  will  get  part  of  the 
coronation  music.  That  cloud  of 
angels  that  met  Him  as  He  went  up 
from  Olivet — it  must  have  been  a 
cloud  of  angels  for  I am  told  that  no 
man  ever  saw  a cloud  of  moisture  in 
the  skies  of  Palestine  at  that  time  of 
year — that  cloud  of  angels  that  met 
Him  and  escorted  Him  in  triumph  to 
the  gates  of  heaven,  burst  into  song 
as  they  approached  the  heavenly  city. 
“Lift  up  your  heads,  0 ye  gates,  and 
be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors,  and 
the  king  of  glory  shall  come  in.”  And 
the  answering  cry  comes  back  in 
antiphonal  chorus  from  the  waiting 
throngs  about  the  gates,  “Who  is  the 
king  of  glory?”  And  then  the  mighty 
harmony  of  myriad  angel  voices  rings 
out  together  the  majestic  chant,  “The 
Lord,  strong  and  mighty,  the  Lord 
mighty  in  battle.”  Again  the  refrain 
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is  heard,  “Lift  up  your  heads,  0 ye 
gates,  even  lift  them  up,  ye  everlast- 
ing doors,  and  the  king  of  glory  shall 
come  in.”  Again  the  answering  chal- 
lenge, “Who  is  the  king  of  glory?” 
And  as  the  glad  procession  passes 
into  the  home  of  glory,  all  heaven  re- 
sounds with  the  triumphal  shout  of 
thousands  of  angels,  “The  Lord  of 
hosts,  he  is  the  king  of  glory.” 

About  twenty  years  ago  I was  in- 
vited by  a friend  to  go  on  a certain 
Monday  to  see  the  formal  ceremonies 
connected  with  the  taking  over  of  the 
new  territory,  including  this  Island, 
which  England  at  that  time  annexed. 
On  Sabbath,  just  the  day  before,  as 
we  came  out  from  church,  we  saw  the 
Royal  Standard  flying  from  the  Gov- 
ernment House  flagstaff.  Curiously 
enough,  it  is  the  only  time  I have  ever 
seen  the  Royal  Standard  of  England. 
Our  friend  at  once  said,  “Something 
has  gone  wrong  and  the  territory  has 
been  taken  over  today.”  And  so  in- 
deed it  proved.  Trouble-makers  had 
stirred  up  the  people  and  it  was  a 
good  while  before  the  people  in  some 
parts  of  the  territory  submitted  to 
the  new  rule.  But  England  dates  her 
possession,  not  from  the  date  that  the 
people  submitted  but  from  that  day 
when  she  unfurled  the  Royal  Stand- 
ard over  that  territory. 

And  in  like  manner,  the  universe 
has  been  formally  transferred  to 
Jesus  Christ.  His  mediatorial  domin- 
ion is  over  things  in  heaven  and 
things  in  earth  and  things  under  the 
earth.  The  compact  has  been  sealed 
and  the  investiture  made,  and  it  re- 
mains only  for  earth  to  accept  His 
rule. 

This  may  throw  little  light  on  the 
question,  about  which  there  is  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  as  to  the  method  the 
king  will  employ  in  bringing  His  king- 
dom to  its  fullness  here  on  the  earth, 
yet  it  may  be  of  some  value  to  re- 
member that  He  is  a king,  and  that 
the  problem  waiting  to  be  solved  in 
the  world  is  not  how  to  make  Him  a 
king  but  how  to  bring  the  world  into 
subjection  to  Him. 


But  while  it  may  throw  little  light 
on  the  future,  it  may  help  us  for  the 
present.  Is  it  unfair  to  say  that  the 
greatest  weakness  of  the  church  to- 
day is  that  a very  great  number  of 
those  who  bear  the  name  of  Christ, 
neither  know  nor  acknowledge  Him 
as  their  king?  They  have  accepted 
Him  as  priest  but  not  as  Lord.  They 
rely  on  Him  to  save,  but  have  not  sur- 
rendered themselves  to  serve.  An 
earthly  king  says,  go,  and  we  go.  The 
king  of  glory  says,  go,  and  man  says, 
that  does  not  mean  me,  or,  it  is  not 
convenient.  An  earthly  king  says, 
give  me  your  son  to  die  on  the  field  of 
battle  that  my  kingdom  may  live : 
Give  me  your  daughter  to  serve  torn 
and  bleeding  men  in  the  hospitals  be- 
hind the  lines,  and — they  are  not  held 
back.  The  king  of  glory  says,  give 
Me  your  son  for  My  kingdom,  your 
daughter  for  My  service,  and  they 
shall  be  to  you  as  a hundred  sons  and 
daughters,  and  men  are  as  though 
they  heard  it  not,  or  say,  He  asks  too 
much.  The  earthly  king  says,  your 
silver  and  gold  are  mine;  give  it  me. 
And  the  treasure  is  poured  out.  The 
king  of  glory  says,  give  ME  your 
treasures,  and  we  give,  we  in  America 
give  twenty-five  million  a year  to  ex- 
tend His  kingdom,  and  thirty  million 
a day  to  defend  our  country’s  honor. 

A few  months  ago  I was  talking 
with  a missionary  about  the  work  and 
he  said  this  in  substance:  “The 

trouble  with  a lot  of  our  work  is  that 
we  present  Christ  as  a Saviour  from 
sin  and  fail  to  urge  His  claims  as 
Lord  of  the  life.  And  a lot  of  people 
receive  the  sacrament  of  baptism  who 
know  nothing  of  their  duty  to  Christ 
as  their  Lord  and  King.”  And  he 
went  on  to  say  that  he  had  determined 
never  to  accept  any  one  for  baptism 
who  had  not  definitely  accepted  Christ 
as  Lord  for  service. 

Let  us  keep  before  us  in  our  per- 
sonal lives  and  in  our  work  for  others 
that  we  are  ambassadors  of  a king. 
Let  us  serve  Him  as  such  and  claim  a 
like  fealty  from  all  His  people. 

But  we  wish  to  speak  for  a moment 
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on  the  bearing  of  Christ’s  kingly  au- 
thority on  national  life,  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  important,  little  discussed, 
and  less  understood.  Owing  to  a 
popular  theory  that  the  state  is  only  a 
social  compact  formed  by  mutual 
agreement,  and  not  a divine  institu- 
tion, which  is  the  correct  statement, 
and  also  owing  to  a misinterpretation 
of  that  oft  perverted  verse,  “Render 
unto  Caesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar’s,”  etc.,  a great  many  people, 
even  Christian  people,  think  that  God 
and  Caesar  occupy  separate  spheres 
which  have  nothing  to  do  with  each 
other.  As  a statement  of  fact,  so  far 
as  concerns  the  world’s  political  life 
as  shown  at  the  Peace  Conference,  it 
comes  sorrowfully  near  to  being  true. 
The  political  life  of  the  world  is  hav- 
ing little  to  do  with  God.  In  the  main, 
the  nations  in  their  national  acts  and 
relations  are  as  though  God  did  not 
exist. 

But  we  are  concerned  just  now,  not 
with  what  the  nations  think  or  do  not 
think  about  God.  We  want  to  see 
what  God  says  about  the  nations. 

If  we  accept  the  fact  that  all  things 
have  now  been  committed  into  the 
hands  of  Jesus  Christ  and  included 
in  His  mediatorial  dominion,  it  will 
logically  follow  that  whatever  is  said 
in  God’s  word  about  the  duty  of  the 
nations  to  God,  is  now  true  concern- 
ing their  duty  to  Christ  to  whom  all 
things  have  been  committed.  And 
one  of  the  things  that  is  said  is : 

I.  All  Nations  Are  Now  Under 
the  Rule  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“God  rules  the  nations.”  They  are 
under  His  moral  law  for  conduct.  It 
is  a marvel  that  even  in  those  nations 
which  have  most  of  Christian  truth, 
men  often  deny  or  forget  this,  and 
are  guided  in  their  political  relation- 
ships purely  by  expediency  and  not 
by  right.  The  nations  do  not  say, 
What  is  right?  but,  What  is  expedi- 
ent? Yet,  this  does  not  alter  the  fact 
of  God’s  government,  and  the  moral 
obligations  of  nations  to  do  his  will. 
God  does  not  say  to  the  man,  Thou 


shalt  not  kill,  and  to  the  nations,  Thou 
mayest  destroy  at  will.  He  does  not 
say  to  the  individual,  Thou  shalt  not 
steal,  and  to  the  nation,  If  you  have 
the  power  to  take,  it  is  nothing  to  me. 
Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  almost 
one-third  of  the  Bible  is  addressed  to 
the  nations  as  such?  That  nations 
are  declared  to  be  guilty  of  every  sin 
of  the  individual?  That  they  are  ex- 
horted to  repent  and  turn  to  God? 
That  they  are  condemned  and  de- 
stroyed for  sin? 

There  is  a law,  universal  in  the 
whole  physical  and  spiritual  world. 
“Whatsoever  a man  soweth,  that  shall 
he  also  reap.”  That  law  says  to  the 
individual,  “The  soul  that  sinneth,  it 
shall  die.”  To  the  nation  it  says,  “The 
kingdom  and  nation  that  will  not 
serve  thee  shall  perish,  yea,  that 
nation  shall  be  utterly  wasted.”  That 
is  the  word  of  God  and  that  is  the 
story  of  history.  While  it  may  seem 
true  that 

“Careless  seems  the  Great  Avenger, 
History’s  pages  but  record 
One  great  struggle  in  the  darkness, 
’Twixt  old  systems  and  the  Word; 
Truth  forever  on  the  scaffold, 

Wrong  forever  on  the  throne. 

Yet,  that  scaffold  sways  the  future, 
And  behind  the  dim  unknown, 
Standeth  God  within  the  shadow, 
Keeping  watch  above  his  own.” 

God’s  harvest  time  is  not  often  an- 
nounced, but  it  is  always  comes  in  his 
fullness  of  time. 

Three  hundred  years  ago  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  began  the  institution  of 
human  slavery.  While,  owing  largely 
to  economic  conditions,  it  became  lo- 
calized, it  continued  under  national 
and  constitutional  safeguards,  and 
was  a national  sin.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  passed,  and  then  God’s 
harvest  time  came.  Four  years  of 
bloody  fratricide  strife,  a million 
graves  on  the  nation’s  fields  of  battle, 
a legacy  of  six  billion  dollars  of  debt, 
and  wounds  in  the  social  and  political 
body  that  still  show  scars  was  the  har- 
vest that  we  reaped.  President  Lin- 
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coin,  in  his  second  inaugural  address 
said  in  substance,  “Fondly  do  we 
hope,  fervently  do  we  pray,  that  this 
mighty  scourge  of  war  may  speedily 
pass  away.  But  if  God  wills  that  all 
the  wealth  piled  by  the  bondman’s 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  unre- 
quited toil  shall  be  sunk,  and  that  for 
every  drop  of  blood  drawn  by  the 
lash,  another  shall  be  poured  out  on 
the  field  of  battle,  yet,  as  long  ago  it 
was  said,  so  still  it  must  be  said,  ‘The 
judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and 
righteous  altogether.’  ” 

Recount  the  crimes  that  some  of 
the  nations  of  Europe  have  commit- 
ted within  the  past  twenty  or  thirty 
years  in  the  wilds  of  Africa  and 
South  America  against  ignorant  and 
innocent  peoples,  and  see  how  ex- 
actly these  very  same  atrocities  have 
by  wicked  and  cruel  hands  been  vis- 
ited on  them.  Are  these  things 
simply  the  happenings  of  chance  or 
are  they  the  reaping  of  what  has  been 
sowed?  There  is  only  one  answer. 
The  kingdom  is  the  Lord’s  and  he  is 
the  governor  among  the  nations. 

II.  Another  thing  that  is  said  in 
this  Word  about  the  nations  is  that 
their  life  and  destiny  as  Nations  de- 
pend upon  their  acknowledging  and 
serving  Jesus  Christ. 

The  past  has  been  the  birth  and 
death  of  many  nations.  By  what  law 
do  they  live  and  die?  There  are 
almost  as  many  opinions  as  there  are 
writers  of  political  philosophy.  I re- 
member that  the  question  was  fre- 
quently debated  and  of  course  settled 
by  students  of  a generation  ago.  God’s 
answer  to  the  question  is  clear  in  His 
Book.  The  second  Psalm  is  a fairly 
complete  statement  of  God’s  system  of 
political  philosophy.  The  gist  of  it  is 
this : That  he  has  appointed  his  Son 
a king  with  power  of  life  and  death 
over  the  nations,  and  the  closing 
verses  tell  how  the  nations  may  es- 
cape destruction.  “Be  wise  now  there- 
fore, 0 ye  kings:  be  instructed,  ye 
judges  of  the  earth.  Serve  the  Lord 
with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling. 
Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye 


perish  from  the  way  when  his  wrath 
is  kindled  but  a little.”  Jesus  says, 
Serve  me  and  live.  Take  counsel 
against  me  and  be  dashed  in  pieces 
like  a potter’s  vessel.  This  is  the  voice 
of  history.  Take  this  proposition  for 
a text:  that  national  life  and  destiny 
depend  upon  servie  to  God,  and  then 
read  the  history  of  the  world  for  an 
illustrative  sermon. 

When  the  children  of  Israel  came 
out  of  Egypt  they  wanted  to  go  peace- 
fully through  the  land  of  the  Ama- 
leks.  Amalek  withstoood  them.  Four 
hundred  years  later  the  word  of  the 
Lord  came  to  Saul  by  the  mouth  of 
Samuel  the  prophet  to  go  and  smite 
Amalek  and  destroy  it  utterly.  Why  ? 
Because  of  their  sin  of  four  hundred 
years  before.  But  the  individuals 
that  withstood  Israel  had  been  dead 
for  350  years.  Why-visit  their  sin  on 
the  fourteenth  generation?  And  the 
answer  comes  back.  It  was  a national 
sin,  and  after  four  hundred  unrepen- 
tant years,  God’s  harvest  time  has 
come  and  the  nation  reaps  what  the 
nation  sowed. 

The  seven  nations  of  Canaan  cast 
out  before  Israel  are  examples  of  the 
same  thing: 

Turn  to  the  graphic  picture  of 
Daniel.  “Belshazzar  the  king  made 
a great  feast  to  a thousand  of  his 
lords  and  drank  wine  before  them” 
from  the  holy  vessels  of  God’s  house. 

“In  the  same  hour  came  forth  fin- 
gers of  a man’s  hand  and  wrote  upon 
the  wall.” 

“In  that  night  was  Belshazzar  the 
king  of  the  Chaldeans  slain.” 

There  in  a picture  is  the  story  of 
national  death — sinning,  sentenced, 
slain. 

I am  not  forgetting  that  the  nation 
in  which  we  have  our  work,  and  its 
neighbors,  have  unbroken  national 
history  running  back  to  the  very  dawn 
of  authentic  history,  and  fully  believe 
that  with  nations,  as  with  men,  the 
times  of  ignorance  God  overlooks,  and 
we  need  scarcely  wait  to  suggest  to 
you  that  the  little  light  of  the  past 
century  and  the  increasing  light  of 
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the  present  is  setting  before  these 
nations  for  their  choice,  blessing  and 
cursing  and  life  and  death,  and  that 
in  the  final  decision  it  will  not  be  the 
number  of  gunboats,  or  the  extent  of 
national  wealth,  but  the  answer  to  the 
question,  What  have  we  done  with 
Jesus  called  the  Christ,  that  will  de- 
termine national  destiny?  Once  to 
every  man  and  nation,  Comes  the  mo- 
ment to  decide,  In  the  strife  of  truth 
with  falsehood,  For  the  good  or  evil 
side.  Today  they  are  sowing;  to- 
morrow they  will  reap. 

Men,  in  writing  history,  tell  of  the 
battles  in  which  nations  are  over- 
thrown. God,  in  so  far  as  he  has 
written  history,  tells  of  the  sin  which 
led  to  their  destruction. 

I have  tried  to  set  before  you  two 
main  facts. 

1.  That  Jesus  Christ  has  already 
entered  upon  his  mediatorial  do- 
minion. 

2.  That  this  dominion  includes  the 
whole  moral  and  material  universe; 
that  not  only  the  individual,  but  all 
the  business,  social  and  political  or- 
ganizations and  relations  of  men  are 
called  to  be  subject  unto  Him.  We 
have  spoken  particularly  of  the  polit- 
ical because  the  Bible  emphasizes  it, 
and  because  it  needs  emphasis. 

Let  us  keep  in  mind  that  Jesus 
Christ  has  planned  and  is  preparing 


a glorious  and  blessed  consummation 
for  His  kingdom  here  on  the  earth. 
That  it  includes  the  nations.  That 
the  consummation  is  thus  described: 
“The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  be- 
come the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and 
of  his  Christ;  and  he  shall  reign  for 
ever  and  ever.”  That  by  whatever 
steps  this  consummation  is  reached, 
whether  by  the  sudden  and  violent  de- 
struction of  the  existing  order,  or  by 
the  more  gradual  operations  of  his 
Holy  Spirit  now  working  in  the  hearts 
of  men,  this  principle  holds  good,  that 
nothing  will  be  needlessly  destroyed. 
That  he  who  said,  Gather  up  the  frag- 
ments that  nothing  be  lost,  will  reject 
nothing  that  the  Spirit  through  his 
people  has  builded  here  of  gold  or 
silver  or  precious  stones.  That  today 
is  the  day  of  grace.  To  the  individual 
for  personal  salvation ; to  the  nations, 
for  continued  national  existence.  “At 
what  instant  I shall  speak  concerning 
a nation  and  concerning  a kingdom,  to 
pluck  up,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to 
destroy  it;  If  that  nation,  against 
whom  I have  pronounced,  turn  from 
their  evil,  I will  repent  of  the  evil 
that  I thought  to  do  unto  them.” — 
Jer.  18 : 8-9. 

“Kiss  ye  the  Son  lest  he  be  angry 
and  ye  perish  from  the  way  when  his 
wrath  is  kindled  but  a little.  Blessed 
are  all  they  that  put  their  trust  in 
Him.”— Psalm  2 : 12. 


OUR  LATEST  NEWS  FROM  SYRIA 


Letter  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Ed- 
gar, in  which  he  gives  some  of  the 
very  items  of  information  the  people 
have  been  wanting  to  know.  It  will 
be  of  special  interest  to  the  women’s 
organization  of  the  church  and  to  all 
others  who  wish  to  contribute  for  the 
relief  of  the  suffering  and  dying  in 
the  Levant: 

Latakia.  Syria,  September  3,  1920. 
Dear  Olive  Trees: 

For  some  time  I have  had  it  in  mind 
to  share  a few  notes  with  your  read- 
ers that  they  may  know  something 


more  of  the  affairs  of  Syria  for  the 
recent  summer  months.  But  what 
with  heat  and  different  kinds  of  work 
I have  put  it  off,  but  shall  try  and 
get  this  ready  for  the  next  mail. 

You  will  remember  that  the  condi- 
tions of  a year  ago  left  France  in  all 
the  coast  cities  from  Sidon  to  Mersine, 
with  Tarsus  and  Adana  included, 
Marash  also  and  Aintab.  You  will 
also  have  it  in  mind  from  your  own 
papers,  if  not  from  the  mission  maga- 
zines, that  both  Marash  and  Aintab 
were  so  hard  driven  by  the  Turks  that 
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the  French  were  compelled  to  with- 
draw. In  that  retreat  from  Marash 
thousands  of  Armenians  perished  on 
the  way  from  cold  and  hunger.  Later 
Aintab  had  its  hard  experience  too, 
However,  the  French  sent  increased 
forces  and  Aintab  was  saved  from  so 
much  real  suffering  as  at  first  seemed 
to  be  her  doom. 

With  the  French  on  the  coast 
Prince  Faisal,  later  King  Faisal,  held 
the  interior  cities  from  Damascus  up 
to  Aleppo.  This  seemed  to  work  quiet- 
ly for  a time.  It  seemed  to  all  that 
the  British  were  giving  Faisal  some 
moral  backing,  if  not  more,  although 
they  were  blamed  for  a great  deal 
more.  Be  this  as  it  may,  Faisal’s  men 
and  outposts  did  not  keep  the  peace 
very  well  and  French  outposts  and 
scouts  were  often  sniped,  others  bad- 
ly baused.  So  things  went  from  bad 
to  worse,  until  the  French  had  their 
patience  fully  tried,  and  then  General 
Gouraud,  the  High  Commissioner  of 
France  at  Beirut,  sent  in  an  ultima- 
tum to  Faisal  and  gave  him  a few 
days  to  accept.  The  answer  did  not 
come  on  time,  though  Faisal  says  he 
sent  it  on  time.  However,  the  general 
ordered  the  French  to  attack.  This 
order  was  carried  out  and  Damascus 
was  taken,  but  not  without  a good  bit 
of  hard  fighting  and  loss  on  both 
sides,  the  Arabs  losing  very  heavily, 
as  they  had  no  way  to  meet  the  air 
attacks.  Now  Damascus  and  Homs 
and  Hamath  and  Aleppo  are  all  in  the 
hands  of  the  French.  This  gives  her 
the  full  swing  now  for  the  use  of  the 
mandate  as  granted  her  by  the  peace 
conference.  Now  no  one  thinks  for  a 
moment  that  all  the  Arabs  are  pleased 
over  the  overthrow  of  Faisal,  or  that 
there  is  peace  now  everywhere.  Alas ! 
Alas ! Almost  two  years  have  passed 
since  we  had  the  armistice,  but  the 
conditions  here  have  been  anything 
but  peaceful.  In  fact,  they  have  been 
worse  by  far  than  they  were  during 
the  war  period.  When  Dr.  Stewart 
was  preparing  our  annual  report  for 
the  board  this  spring  I thought  in 
reading  his  introduction  that  it  was  a 


dark  picture  he  drew  for  the  board 
and  for  the  church.  Yet  I do  not 
think  the  background  has  cleared  a 
particle.  In  places  things  have  even 
been  worse  than  they  were  then.  The 
Moslems  in  the  interior  refused  to  ac- 
cept French  rule.  They  showed  this 
by  looting,  burning  and  murdering  in 
all  the  Christian  villages  in  the  moun- 
tains. These  people  who  were  the  ob- 
jects of  their  wrath  fled  to  Latakia 
and  so  we  have  had  all  summer  hun- 
dreds and  hundreds  of  refugees  in  the 
city.  When  the  recent  shipment  of 
boxes  from  America  arrived  these 
refugees  were  confident  their  day  of 
renewal  had  come,  and  so  they  alight- 
ed at  our  door.  We  shared  with  them ; 
and  still  they  came.  For  a week,  after 
we  had  finished  the  distribution,  they 
still  hung  to  our  doors;  but  just  now 
they  have  been  finally  convinced  that 
we  had  nothing  more  for  them  now. 
Remember  these  people  have  been 
driven  out  just  at  the  time  of  their 
harvest  and  the  raiders  have  taken 
about  all  of  this  and  burned  up  many 
of  the  villages,  too.  You  can  readily 
understand  what  the  conditions  of  the 
winter  shall  be,  both  for  housing  and 
food,  in  some  of  these  districts. 

Our  Gunamia  people  have  been  here 
since  early  March  and  they  have  been 
supported  by  the  Near  East,  that  is 
the  women  and  children.  As  for  the 
men,  we  demanded  that  they  find 
work  and  the  greater  part  of  them 
have  been  busy.  They  were  all  crowd- 
ed into  close  quarters  and  when  the 
summer  heat  came  there  was  much 
sickness  amongst  them  and  the  little 
babies  were  dying  rapidly.  We  then 
took  the  families  in  which  there  were 
babies  and  brought  them  to  the  boys’ 
school,  and  here  they  still  remain. 
One  baby  died  since  their  coming 
there.  Now  in  about  two  weeks  they 
will  have  to  move  again,  as  we  shall 
need  to  clean  up  for  school  opening. 
Where  they  are  to  go  we  know  not. 
How  hard  this  all  is.  Four  years  of 
exile,  then  they  returned  and  had  a 
few  of  their  homes  fixed  up  again  and 
their  gardens  sown.  The  plunderers 
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came  and  they  had  to  flee,  losing  all 
save  the  few  clothes  on  their  backs, 
all  the  Red  Cross  help  and  Near  East 
assistance  going  for  naught,  or  prac- 
tically so.  Yet  one  wonders  at  their 
quietness  and  composedness  in  the 
midst  of  such  stress. 

The  Near  East  orders  were  from 
headquarters  that  all  our  general  re- 
lief must  be  cut  down  to  a minimum 
after  June  30,  as  after  that  orphan- 
ages and  hospitals  only  would  be  ob- 
jects of  relief.  We  have  cut  down 
everything  except  the  minimum  for 
these  women  and  little  children. 

All  this  gathering  of  refugees  and 
the  extra  fever  that  has  been  like  an 
epidemic  in  the  city  has  greatly  in- 
creased Dr.  Balph’s  work,  that  wheth- 
er it  be  clinic  day  or  not,  he  finds  him- 
self with  a crowd.  However,  we  are 
glad  that  he  has  been  given  strength 
for  all  this  extra  hard  summer  work. 
He  is  now  busy  getting  ready  for  hos- 
pital opening  in  October. 

Miss  Edgar  is  planning  to  take  in 
a few  very  needy  girls  in  the  boarding 
school.  This  will  be  the  first  since 
the  war.  The  demand  shall  likely  be 
great,  but  on  account  of  expenses  it  is 
impossible  to  carry  full  numbers.  We 


hope  to  have  good  day  schools  for 
both  boys  and  girls.  It  will  be  new 
joy  to  have  Miss  Kennedy  here  to 
assist  in  this.  But  we  shall  let  Miss 
Edgar  talk  about  these  things  her- 
self later. 

We  regret  that  our  Mersine  as- 
sociates have  had  such  a hard  summer 
of  it.  Not  only  have  they  had  the 
heat  to  bear,  but  the  city  has  prac- 
tically been  besieged  all  summer  by 
the  enemy.  Constant  strain  and  hard 
conditions  for  the  people  are  what 
wear  on  the  women  and  children. 

You  can  readily  conclude  that  while 
things  are  like  this  the  real  mission 
work  is  very  limited.  We  have  not 
attempted  any  touring,  as  no  roads 
are  safe;  nor  are  the  hopes  very 
bright  for  the  immediate  future.  But 
the  Lord  can  bring  us  rest  and  open 
ways  in  His  time  and  for  the  present 
we  shall  try  to  be  true  to  the  oppor- 
tunities we  have. 

We  had  hoped  we  could  throw  be- 
fore you  all  a good  hard  forward 
movement  program  that  would  be 
worthy  of  your  prayers  and  faith  and 
gifts.  But  we  have  to  bury  our 
dreams  and  wait  for  the  better  day. 

Yours  in  His  Work, 


THE  WORLD  AND  THE  GOSPEL  TODAY. 

By  Viscount  Bryce,  London,  England 


Note — The  following  is  ta^en  from  an 
article  which  appeared  in  the  Laymen’s  Bul- 
letin, of  London,  Eng.,  and  quoted  in  the 
Missionary  Review  of  the  World.  It  is  of 
interest  as  being  the  thoughtful  pronounce- 
ment of  one  of  the  real  statesmen  of  the 
world. — Ed. 


This  period  of  history  is  one  of 
great  urgency  and  gravity.  The  white 
races  are  penetrating  the  whole  world. 
The  whole  world  is  brought  together 
as  never  before.  There  is  hardly  a 
spot  that  was  not  touched  and  smitten 
by  the  War  in  one  way  or  another.  It 
affected  regions  that  had  hardly  a 
place  in  history  before — all  Siberia 
from  the  Urals  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
Central  Asia  and  much  of  East 
Central  Africa.  If  you  except  some 


tropical  forest  regions  of  Africa  and 
South  America,  nearly  all  the  back- 
ward races  have  in  some  way  suffered 
by  the  War.  It  is  owing  to  the  quar- 
rels of  the  so-called  Christian  peoples 
that  so  much  misery  has  been  brought 
to  the  world. 

Not  only  is  the  white  man  penetrat- 
ing everywhere,  but  wherever  he  goes 
he  is  a destroying  force.  Not  only  are 
ancient  faiths  crumbling,  but  the 
moral  foundations  of  custom  on  which 
the  backward  races  lived  in  former 
times  have  been  removed.  They  have 
now  nothing  to  live  upon  until  and 
unless  they  are  given  the  Gospel  of 
Christ. 

I cannot  think  of  any  time  in  the 
history  of  the  world  when  we  have 
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had  phenomena  of  this  sort.  That  is 
the  reason  why  we  ought  to  bend  our 
minds  to  developing  our  work  in  every 
mission  field.  It  is  also  the  reason 
why  we  should  try  to  see  that  our 
influence  in  every  country  where 
Britain  can  exert  her  influence,  is 
well  exerted  in  the  cause  of  justice 
and  humanity  ,and  to  see  also  that  our 
people  abroad  set  a better  example  by 
their  own  lives  than  in  times  past. 

We  have  to  ask  for  gifts  to  support 
missions.  It  is  a duty  to  give  them, 
every  Christian  must  seek  to  spread 
Truth  and  Light.  But  a gift  is  an 
external  thing,  it  may  or  may  not  be 
an  expression  of  a man’s  real  sense  of 
duty,  of  his  real  devotion  to  his  Lord. 
It  is  an  offering,  as  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament dispensation  were  the  sac- 
rifices on  the  altar.  But  mercy  is 
better  than  sacrifice,  because  mercy 
is  part  of  the  quality  of  the  human 
being  himself ; it  means  the  individ- 
ual’s moral  purpose,  his  realization  in 
his  own  life  of  Christian  duty  and 
Christian  love.  In  and  by  it  he  shows 
forth  his  faith  by  his  life  better  than 
any  offering  of  money  can  do. 

Now  we  have  come  to  the  end  of  the 
War  and  what  do  we  see?  Those  who 
have  the  best  means  of  knowing  tell 
us  that  two  normal  epidemics  are  vis- 
ible all  over  England.  One  is  an  epi- 
demic of  crime,  and  especially  of  rob- 
bery with  violence.  There  has  been 
an  increase  in  theft  and  all  forms  of 
dishonesty,  thefts  on  railways,  thefts 
in  the  postal  service.  The  other  epi- 
demic is  even  worse.  It  is  a preva- 
lence of  sensual  vice  such  as  has  not 
been  observed  for  many  years.  If 
there  is  a department  of  moral  con- 
duct in  which  Christianity  has  ren- 
dered an  especial  service  to  the  world, 
it  has  been  in  raising  the  level  for 
human  morals,  and  in  its  treatment  of 
sensual  vice.  When  one  reads  of  what 
sensuality  was  in  the  ancient  world 
when  one  recalls  its  treatment  by  the 
Greek  and  Roman  poets,  and  what  St 
Paul  says  of  it  in  his  own  time,  one 
feels  how  enormous  has  been  the 
change  to  the  modern  world,  and  how 
entirely  that  change  is  due  to  the  in- 


fluence of  Christianity.  Even  when 
things  were  worst  in  the  modern 
world,  they  never  sank  as  low  as 
they  had  done  in  pre-Christian  days 
Whenever  we  see  a falling  back 
toward  the  thought  and  practice  of 
that  pre-Christian  world,  it  is  a dan- 
ger signal  which  warns  us  of  the 
need  for  guarding  the  higher  concep- 
tion of  sexual  relations  which  Chris- 
tianity gave. 

All  these  thoughts  bring  us  back  to 
the  main  thought — what  can  we  do 
to  make  our  country  a Christian  coun- 
try ? The  more  we  feel  what  has  been 
called  “the  bankruptcy  of  civiliza- 
tion” the  more  we  feel  that  the  only 
thing  that  can  save  the  world  is  to 
return  to  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel, 
and  try  to  bring  our  practice  nearer 
to  our  profession. 

There  is  no  light  from  any  quarter 
promising  moral  dignity  and  purity 
and  goodwill  among  men  except  that 
which  comes  from  the  Gospel.  That 
is  the  Light  which  lighteth  every  man, 
and  that  is  the  Light  which  we  must 
do  our  best  to  spread  not  only  abroad 
but  among  ourselves.  The  precepts 
of  the  Gospel  are  the  one  remedy  for 
all  the  troubles  we  see  around  us  at 
home  and  abroad.  No  nation  has  ever 
yet  really  tried  to  put  those  precepts 
into  practice. 

There  seems  to  be  a great  call  going 
out  to  us  now  to  Christianize  other 
peoples.  To  do  this  effectively,  we 
must  begin  by  Christianizing  our- 
selves. If  the  Gospel  is  the  only 
Light,  then  it  is  according  to  the 
Gospel  that  we  must  try  to  rule  our 
own  lives  and  induce  others  to  do  so. 
The  best  way  to  move  others  is  to  set 
an  example  by  following  these  pre- 
cepts ourselves.  However  zealous  we 
may  be  for  the  diffusion  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Gospel  abroad,  and  how- 
ever earnest  our  efforts,  after  all  the 
most  vitally  essential  thing  is  that  we 
should  try  to  infuse  a Christian  spirit 
into  the  society  in  which  we  live.  Let 
us  by  all  means  continue  our  efforts  to 
spread  the  Light  abroad,  but  let  it 
also  illuminate  the  individual  life  at 
home. 
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THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COLLEGE 
HILL  SOCIETY. 

The  Women’s  Missionary  Society  of 
the  College  Hill  congregation  have 
just  completed  a most  successful  year. 
As  they  have  not  published  a report 
for  many  years,  the  following  may  in- 
terest the  readers  of  the  Women’s 
Department.  Received  in  dues,  dona- 
tions, etc.,  etc.,  $664.68.  Sent  three 
boxes  of  old  and  new  clothing  to  La- 
takia,  amounting  to  $308.50,  making 
a total  for  the  year  of  $1013.18. 

The  following  disbursements  were 


made: 

Presbyterian  Contingent  . . . $6.00 

Synodical  Contingent 10.00 

Syrian  Mission  136.74 

Chinese  Mission 187.30 

Indian  Mission  52.00 

Southern  Mission 25.00 

Jewish  Mission 5.00 

National  Reform  Anti-Mor- 
mon Work 5.00 

Witness  Bearing 2.00 

Home  Relief  Work 20.25 

Miscellaneous 158.18 

Cash  in  bank,  April  1, 1920. . 57.21 


Total  cash $664.68 

3 Boxes  to  Latakia 308.50 

1 Box  to  Aged  People’s  Home  40.00 


Total  $1013.18 


Our  society  made  18  shirts,  30 
sheets  and  20  mattress  covers  for 
single  beds.  One  hundred  jars  of 
fruit,  jams,  jellies,  pickles  and  vege- 
tables were  delivered  by  auto  to  the 
Aged  People’s  Home  in  Allegheny,  in 
time  for  Donation  Day  last  Novem- 
ber. Our  social  covered-dish  dinner 
was  held  at  our  pastor’s  home  in  con- 
nection with  our  annual  meeting  in 
March.  Our  Thank-offering  this  year 
was  the  largest  in  our  history. 

Our  society  uses  the  duplex  en- 
velopes and  we  find  that  our  contri- 
butions have  increased  about  one- 
third. 

Mrs.  Mary  Cook, 
Treasurer. 


NEW  CONCORD  SOCIETY. 

We  have  held  eleven  regular  meet- 
ings and  one  all-day  meeting  to  clean 
the  church  and  one  afternoon  to  sew. 
We  have  sent  a box  of  goods  to  the 
Syrian  Mission,  helped  to  refurnish 
the  girls’  school  in  Latakia;  also  sent 
a barrel  of  fruit  to  the  aged  people’s 
home.  Our  Mission  Study  has  been 
“A  Crusade  of  Compassion  for  the 
Healing  of  the  Nations,”  led  by  Mrs. 
Coleman. 

We  have  been  called  on  to  part 
from  four  of  our  members  by  death 
the  last  year.  May  we  be  admonish- 
ed, “be  ye  also  ready  for  in  such  an 
hour  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  Man 
cometh.” 

Mary  Wilson, 

Secretary. 


TURKS  WANT  THE  BIBLE. 

Turks  are  buying  the  Christian 
Bible,  according  to  a letter  from  Con- 
stantinople received  by  the  American 
Bible  Society. 

Disturbed  conditions  during  last 
year  made  Bible  printing  impossible 
at  the  Constantinople  Bible  House,  a 
branch  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
but  24,296  volumes  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures were  circulated. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Peet,  Levant  Agency 
Secretary  for  the  American  Bible 
Society,  with  headquarters  at  the 
Bible  House  in  Constantinople, 
writes:  “We  have  before  us  what 

will  prove,  I think,  to  be  an  unprece- 
dented demand  for  Scriptures  for  the 
coming  year.  There  are  indications 
from  all  sides  that  the  demand  for 
Scriptures  will  be  large,  and  this  in 
all  the  languages  used  here.  Prob- 
ably Greek  and  Armenian  will  lead, 
though  the  demand  for  Scriptures  in 
the  Turkish  language  will  doubtless 
exceed  that  of  any  previous  year.  We 
are  doing  all  we  can  to  get  ready.” 


NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD 


The  three  young  women.  Misses 
Kennedy,  Shanks  and  McElroy,  who 
sailed  from  New  York,  August  7th, 
for  work  in  our  Levant  missions, 
arrived  safely  at  Naples,  August  20th. 

They  left  Naples  August  28th  on 
the  S.  S.  “Sumatra,”  going  direct  to 
Beirut.  Their  safe  arrival  at  Naples 
and  the  early  opportunity  to  proceed 
to  Beirut  are  in  direct  answer  to 
prayer.  After  the  young  ladies  had 
left  their  respective  homes  and  were 
en  route  to  Philadelphia,  the  distress- 
ing word  came  through  T.  Cook  & 
Son  (through  whom  transportation 
for  our  missionaries  is  arranged)  that 
no  shipping  beyond  Naples  was  avail- 
able before  next  December.  They 
counselled  holding  them  here  until 
that  time.  After  much  earnest  prayer 
and  careful  thought  the  Board  decided 
to  send  them  on  to  Naples,  trusting 
that  they  would  find  shipping  from 
there  forward.  The  Lord  has  opened 
the  way  for  them.  The  work  is  His. 
May  we  ever  remember,  “He  is  able.” 

Here  are  the  three  young  ladies. 
Allow  us  to  introduce  you. 


MISS  ANNIE  L.  KENNEDY,  of  Carr.  Welti 
County,  Colo.  A daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  An- 
drew T.  Kennedy.  Both  parents  are  dead.  She  is 
a graduate  of  Park  College,  Parkville,  Mo.  (1912), 
and  has  been  most  successful  as  a teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  and  Cheyenne, 
Wyo.  She  has  gone  directly  to  Latakia  to  teach 
in  the  English  School  for  Girls. 


MISS  MARY'  E.  SHANKS,  of  Denver,  Colorado. 
A daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Walter  M. 
Shanks.  Graduated  from  the  public  schools  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  1906;  from  Business  College 
of  Pittsburgh,  1907,  and  from  the  State  Normal 
School  of  Slippery  Rock.  Pa.,  in  1912.  She  be- 
longs to  the  Reformed  Congregation  of  Denver. 
Colo.,  and  has  taught  successfully  in  the  Denver 
schools.  After  a year  in  the  Beirut  Language 
School  she  will  teach  in  the  Girls’  School  at  La- 
takia, Syria. 


MISS  ELIZABETH  McELROY,  of  Quinter, 
Kansas.  Daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  .1. 
McElroy.  A graduate  of  Cooper  College.  Kansas. 
1919,  and  a successful  teacher  in  the  Grade  Schools 
of  Kansas.  She  is  a member  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Quinter,  Kansas; 
was  president  of  the  Young  People's  Society;  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Intermediate  Department  of 
the  Sabbath  School,  and  Superintendent  of  the 
Mission  Band.  She  goes  for  a year’s  study  in  the 
Language  School  at  Beirut  and  afterward  for 
missionary  service  at  Mersine,  Asia  Minor. 
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Rev.  Alvin  W.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Ernest  Tweed,  of  Cyprus  Mission, 
stayed  in  Larnaca  after  the  dosing  of 
the  Academy  until  the  end  of  July. 
They  went  for  a few  weeks’  stay 
during  August  at  Mt.  Olympus  in 
Troodos. 

The  present  address  of  Mrs.  Samuel 
Edgar  is  1930  Eighth  avenue,  Gree- 
ley, Colorado.  Through  the  kindness 
of  Dr.  James  S.  Stewart  we  are  able 
to  report  her  in  good  health.  Little 
Donald’s  lung  is  clearing  up  and  he 
“seems  to  be  almost  as  husky  as  ever 
he  was.  He  is  staying  in  the  country, 
and  will  not  go  to  school  before  J anu- 
ary.” 

Dr.  James  S.  Stewart  and  family 
are  for  a time  in  Greeley,  Colorado, 
where  they  went  to  meet  their  son. 
Charles,  formerly  of  our  Academy  in 
Cyprus,  and  their  daughter  Elizabeth. 
James,  Jr.,  has  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  high  school.  They  are  all 
well. 

# Hi  ❖ * 

Dr.  James  M.  Wright,  Mrs.  Wright 
and  their  son,  Paul,  and  Miss  Ella 
Margaret  Stewart  sailed  from  San 
Francisco,  Saturday,  September  25, 
at  noon,  on  the  S.  S.  Nanking.  The 
churches, -the  Synod  and  the  Confer- 
ences of  young  people  have  been 
greatly  blessed  by  their  fellowship 
while  in  the  home  land.  These  faith- 
ful missionaries  deserved  more  rest 
than  they  received  while  on  furlough, 
and  our  prayer  is  that  the  Lord  will 
reward  them  for  their  helpfulness 
here  and  carry  them  back  safely  to 
China  strong  for  their  work.  Owing 
to  illness  in  his  family  the  Rev.  J.  K. 
Robb  is  unable  to  return  this  autumn. 
This  is  a sore  disappointment  to  him, 
for  his  heart,  too,  is  in  the  service  in 
China.  The  church  will  unite  with 
him  and  his  wife  in  the  prayer  that 
he  may  soon  be  able  to  go  back. 

On  September  15  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Board  received 
from  Miss  Inez  M.  Smith,  R.  N.,  her 
resignatibn  from  service  under  our 
Board  in  China,  to  take  efFect  Sep- 
tember 1,  1920.  Miss  Smith  has  gone 


to  Canton  to  take  charge  of  the 
Training  School  for  Nurses  in  the 
Canton  Hospital.  It  is  with  deep  re- 
gret that  we  give  out  this  informa- 
tion; but,  disheartening  though  it  is, 
the  church  is  entitled  to  the  informa- 
tion. This  will  bring  the  keenest  dis- 
appointment to  the  church,  as  it  does 
to  every  member  of  the  Board. 


ASIA  MINOR. 

“Some  Americans  came  today  from 
Adana,  coming  by  way  of  Karadash. 
The  French  have  opened  up  that  route 
and  it  is  now  the  line  of  communica- 
tions with  Adana.  Dr.  Dodd,  Direc- 
tor of  Relief  Work,  who  had  been  in 
Mersine  since  the  17th  of  July,  re- 
turned to  Adana  by  that  route.  He 
left  here  last  Saturday,  and  we  have 
word  that  he  reached  Adana  Sabbath 
night.  The  situation  there  is  about 
as  it  was.  They  have  succeeded  in 
getting  some  grain  into  the  city  from 
the  surrounding  country,  and  that  has 
relieved  the  food  question  tempor- 
arily, although  the  people  are  put  on 
bread  rations  and  the  bread  is  very 
poor  quality.  Fighting  is  going  on 
every  day,  and  according  to  the  report 
of  the  friends  who  came  through 
there  is  no  improvement  in  the  gen- 
eral conditions.  Last  week  there  was 
some  effort  made  to  proclaim  an  au- 
tonomous Christian  government  for 
Cilicia  under  French  direction.  On 
top  of  this  the  Armenians  made  a 
move  to  oust  the  Turkish  officials  and 
take  over  the  local  government  into 
their  hands.  This  led  to  complica- 
tions with  the  French,  and  has  only 
increased  the  general  muddle.  A 
French  column  came  down  from 
Adana  to  Mersine  week  before  last, 
fighting  their  way  through.  They 
started  back  last  week  and  at  our 
latest  reports  they  are  still  fighting 
their  way  between  Tarsus  and 
Adana.  The  Turks  had  succeeded  in 
bombarding  the  city  with  small  artil- 
lery. Mr.  Nilson  wrote  that  seven 
shells  had  fallen  in  the  yard  of  the 
college,  and  two  had  struck  the  build- 
ings. Mrs.  Nilson  had  been  slightly 
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cut  in  the  face  by  a piece  of  flying 
glass  from  a broken  window,  and  a 
number  of  people  had  been  killed  in 
the  city.  All  the  vineyards  about 
Tarsus  are  reported  as  burned.  Some 
efforts  are  being  made  to  restore  the 
* railroad  line  between  Mersine  and 
Tarsus — without  success  so  far.  For 
the  line  from  Tarsus  to  Adana  there 
seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect. 
Mersine  has  been  very  quiet  for  some 
time  past — only  inconvenienced  by 
lack  of  communication  with  the  in- 
terior. All  business  is  at  a standstill. 
We  have  the  advantage,  however,  of 
food-stuffs  coming  in  by  sea  from 
other  places.  Melons,  for  instance, 
have  been  coming  in  in  great  numbers 
from  Cyprus  by  sailing  boat  lately. 
This  helps  the  food  situation  mate- 
rially in  Mersine.” 


CHINA. 

Tak  Hing,  China.  Mrs.  Kempf  for- 
warded her  news  budget  from  Cheung 
Chau  on  July  19th.  Dr.  A.  I.  Robb 
and  Miss  Brownlee  are  the  contribu- 
tors this  month.  Misses  McCracken 
and  Huston  were  crowded  out  last 
month,  but  their  contributions  will  be 
read  with  interest  even  if  they  are  a 
little  bit  late. 

Don’t  miss  reading  about  the  Tak 
Hing  Missionary  Society  and  their 
social  meeting. 

Dr.  Robb  writes : 

“On  Sabbath,  June  20th,  Mr.  Taam 
Tsing  Poh,  the  postmaster  of  Tay 
Hing,  was  baptized  and  two  of  his 
children.  For  a good  deal  more  than 
a year  he  has  openly  declared  his  be- 
lief, and  has  been  a regular  attendant 
at  the  different  services.  His  wife’s 
family  are  bitterly  opposed  to  the 
Gospel  and  it  is  likely  he  has  been 
deterred  somewhat  on  that  account. 
But  he  at  last  decided  to  act  for  him- 
self. His  mother  is  also  learning  the 
gospel. 

“It  is  likely  to  cost  a man  in  his  posi- 
tion something  to  thus  identify  him- 
self with  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  we 
ask  the  prayers  of  God’s  people  for 


him,  and  especially  for  his  unhappy 
wife,  who  is  held  back  by  a mistaken 
sense  of  filial  duty. 

“The  same  day  two  men  from  five 
miles  away  came  and  enrolled  as  en- 
quirers. They  said  they  had  learned 
all  they  know  of  the  gospel  from 
Yeung  A Maan,  one  of  our  deacons, 
who  has  a restaurant  where  they  live. 
The  deacon  himself  was  present  with 
joy  in  his  countenance  and  said  that 
making  money  made  no  comparison 
with  the  joy  of  teaching  men  to  trust 
in  Christ. 

“There  have  been  ten  students  in 
attendance  at  the  Training  School 
this  year.  Three  of  them  are  first 
year  men,  and  have  paid  all  their  own 
expenses.  Small  sums  have  been  loan- 
ed to  the  others,  the  most  to  any  one 
being  $14,  which  he  is  to  repay  with 
a little  bit  of  interest.  One  of  them 
is  a blind  man,  who  is  expecting  to 
carry  on  the  work  at  his  home  place, 
Fung  Chuen,  without  money  and 
without  price  from  the  church. 

“The  attendance  has  been  excellent 
and  there  has  been  no  vacation  on  ac- 
count of  grave  worshipping  time, 
which  always  made  an  interruption  in 
former  years.  Give  the  help  of  your 
intercession  to  these  young,  men  who 
go  out  to  face  conditions  trying 
enough,  and  beset  with  temptation.” 
‘They  are  good  boys,’  is  what  one  of 
their  teachers  recently  said,  but  they 
need  all  the  help  we  can  give  them. 

“Eleven  members  of  the  mission 
are  planning  to  spend  their  vacation 
on  the  summit  of  Loh  Fau  Mountain, 
about  3800  feet  up,  living  in  mat 
sheds,  instead  of  taking  the  delights 
of  sea-bathing  at  the  island.  Water 
that  does  not  need  to  be  boiled  before 
drinking,  and  no  mosquitoes,  with 
weather  cold  enough  to  wear  sweaters 
in  the  mornings,  are  some  of  the  in- 
ducements. 

“One  of  our  preachers  has  trained 
his  people  to  carry  on  meetings  when 
he  is  absent,  and  he  has  taken  at  least 
one  quite  extended  trip  into  new  terri- 
tory, quite  sure  that  the  work  in  the 
home  chapel  would  not  suffer  by  his 
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absence.  We  hope  that  others  will  at- 
tain a like  good  standing  soon.” 

* * H=  * 

This  is  Miss  Brownlee’s  contribu- 
tion: “I  am  sure  you  would  enjoy 

a picture  of  the  boy  who  stood  ‘top 
side’  reversed  for  about  two  minutes 
this  morning  while  some  half  a dozen 
cards  of  Scripture  verses  were  being 
extracted  from  the  dirty  cloth  tied 
about  his  middle.  He  sneaked  the 
cards  after  I had  entertained  him  as 
a gentleman  should  be  entertained, 
and  then  suffered  the  usual  penalty 
for  sneak  thievery.  After  shaking  him 
until  the  cards  fell  out  of  his  belt  I 
playfully  pommeled  him  until  the 
color  and  smile  returned  to  his  face 
and  then  sent  him  home  to  his  mother. 
He  attempted  to  steal  some  things 
once  before  while  his  mother  engi- 
neered the  business.  I paddled  him 
to  show  her  how  the  thing  is  done  and 
lost  the  good  will  of  both  for  some 
twenty  minutes.  It  is  a vivid  picture 
yet,  but  I have  not  time  to  paint  it  for 
you.” 

* * * * 

And  here  is  her  account  of  the  meet- 
ing of 

The  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of  Tak 

Hing. 

In  fulfillment  of  promise  I am  writ- 
ing an  account  of  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety, and  if  the  article  seems  lack- 
ing in  interest  I trust  you  will  reflect 
upon  the  many  times  you  have  at- 
tempted to  do  a thing  because  you 
were  scheduled  to  do  it,  and  not  be- 
cause you  wanted  to,  and  say  to  your- 
selves, “The  Missionary  Society  in  it- 
self is  a good  thing  but  the  write-up 
is  a little  dry,  that’s  all.”  I am  an 
unwilling  listener  to  anyone  who 
dares  to  insinuate  that  the  Society  is 
not  one  of  the  most  interesting,  wide- 
awake and  working  ones  in  the  Cov- 
enanter Church. 

Dues  and  contributions  are  not  yet 
one  of  our  specialties,  but  the  real  per- 
sonal work  for  heathen  women  done 
by  some  members  testifies  of  unselfish- 
ness and  true  worth  on  the  part  of 


several  of  our  members.  Special  con- 
sideration is  paid  every  stranger  who 
attends,  and  the  personal  teaching  and 
courteous  treatment  given  said  stran- 
gers always  guarantees  a welcome 
into  her  home  later. 

The  society  was  organized  eight 
months  ago  for  the  benefit  of  women, 
especially  grandmothers  in  the  church, 
who  do  not  read  or  write  and  who 
feel  they  have  no  real  part  in  Chris- 
tian service.  The  attendance  began 
with  fourteen  and  has  never  been 
less  than  nine  nor  over  thirty-nine. 
Though  several  of  the  women  told 
how  the  sun  scorched  their  feet  as 
they  came  along  the  road  today,  eigh- 
teen were  out  to  enjoy  an  hour  of 
study,  a cookie  and  a social  chat.  They 
meet  in  my  study,  a cool  room,  and 
especially  fitted  for  women’s  meetings. 
We  have  a long  study,  plenty  of  chairs, 
charts  for  Bible  study,  a sand  tray 
for  map  buildings,  palm  leaf  fans, 
Bibles,  Psalm  books,  tracts  and  plenty 
of  fresh  air.  I wish  you  could  know 
something  of  the  genuine  good  times 
we  have. 

One  evening  we,  Miss  McCracken 
and  I,  entertained  them,  thirty-seven 
in  all,  at  a Chinese  feast.  Such  a feast 
it  was ! Thirty  members  who  received 
real  invitations  and  four  from  the 
hedges ! It  was  the  dearest  thing  in 
the  world  to  see  those  grandmothers 
come  tottering  in  bringing  us  some 
little  present.  Seven  grandmothers, 
and  three  of  them  brought  us  sour 
cucumbers ; one  brought  a lot  of  flow- 
ers on  a big  leaf,  pink  and  white  bal- 
sams on  a dark  green  glossy  leaf,  and 
another  brought  dark  red  dahlias.  I’ll 
tell  you  it  was  an  enjoyable  day.  Ducks 
and  chickens,  fish  and  porkers  suf- 
fered for  the  Christians,  and  a quan- 
tity of  rice  was  cooked  in  a big  iron 
kettle  out  in  the  yard.  They  covered 
the  rice  with  the  wash  tub  but  they 
did  not  wash  the  fowls  in  the  foot  tub 
as  they  usually  do.  We  arranged  two 
long  tables  in  the  study  and  these  with 
their  seven  kinds  of  “sung,”  were 
good  to  behold.  You  will  not  know 
what  that  “sung”  is  but,  never  mind, 
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we  don’t  either.  “Where  ignorance  is 
bliss  ’tis  folly  to  be  wise.” 

Getting  the  women  seated  at  the 
table  proved  an  almost  endless  task. 
We  begged  and  we  coaxed;  we  did 
everything  but  command  them  to  sit 
down,  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
them  down.  At  last  it  occurred  to 
me  that  they  might  sit  down  if  we 
foreigners  sat,  so  we  tried  this  ex- 
periment and  “o  tsoi!”  (0,  joy)  it 
worked ; they  were  quiet  as  kittens  in 
an  instant  and  ready  for  the  blessing. 

We  chattered  and  ate.  We  gesticu- 
lated with  chopsticks.  We  fed  the 
woman  to  our  left  with  our  chopsticks 
and  suffered  the  woman  to  our  right 
to  feed  us.  It  was  great.  I ate  beside 
one  of  the  four  from  the  highways 
whom  we  asked,  I fear,  because  we 
were  curious  to  know  how  she  would 
act.  And  she  acted,  O,  how  she  acted. 
Drama  plus  comedy  plus  heathendom 
equals  pathos.  Our  pet  name  for  her 
is  “The  Witchy  Grandmother,”  and 
this  does  not  half  tell  her  story.  She 
is  tall,  very  tall,  slender  and  willowy. 
She  is  bony  “to  kik”  and  wrinkled, 
but  straight  as  a pole  and,  in  spite  of 
her  seventy  years,  is  as  capricious  as 
any  sixteen  year  old.  She  has  two 
front  teeth  and  then  a gaping  va- 
cancy, and  when  she  talks  she  has  a 
way  all  her  own  of  tossing  her  head, 
ducking  it,  grinning  and  winking  one 
little  snappy  black  eye.  Her  wispy 
mouse-colored  hair  is  short  enough  in 
front  to  fly  about  her  head  when  she 
nods  and  bobs  and  looks  as  if  it  had 
never  known  a comb.  The  grand- 
mother would  devour  a bowl  of  rice 
herself  and  then  run  up  to  see  that 
her  “suen”  was  not  suffering  neglect 
at  the  hands  of  any  sister.  This  “suen” 
happened  to  be  the  only  one  slipped  in 
for  a fill-up  during  the  afternoon.  We 
did  our  best  for  the  grandmother  and 
her  genial  descendant,  and  if  the  old 
woman’s  painful  carbuncle  that  con- 
fines her  to  her  bed  now  is  due  to  her 
recent  gorge,  do  not  blame  the  Mis- 
sionary Society,  for  I assure  you  she 
had  a chance  to  see  in  at  least  twenty 
others  that  afternoon  marks  of  gen- 


tility, and  she  received  at  the  hands 
of  all  only  the  most  gracious  treat- 
ment, so,  though  we  regret  her  boils, 
we  know  she  is  still  thinking  of  the 
great  social  afternoon  she  enjoyed 
with  the  Christians  at  the  “foreign 
devil  house.” 

* * H=  * 

Miss  Rose  Huston  puts  us  in  touch 
again  with  an  old  acquaintance: 

“How  would  you  like  another  chat 
with  the  ‘Broken  Legged  Man’s 
Mother  ?’  As  we  left  the  seven  o’clock 
prayer  meeting  this  morning,  I no- 
ticed her  and  the  paralytic  woman, 
better  known  as  the  ‘Uet  Shing  Moth- 
er,’ sit  down  together  to  wait  till  the 
others  had  gone  down  stairs  and  so 
escape  the  jostling  of  the  crowd.  If 
it  had  been  some  of  you  folks  I could 
imagine  you  talking  about  the  price  of 
butter  and  eggs,  your  garden,  your 
work,  when  your  next  batch  of  chick- 
ens should  hatch  or  the  latest  spring 
fashions.  But  that  was  not  what 
they  were  talking  about.  It  was  some- 
thing like  this.  ‘Isn’t  the  Heavenly 
Father  good  to  give  us  this  opportu- 
nity to  worship  Him?  Truly  He  loves 
us ! I am  poor  and  old  and  stupid,  but 
I ten  parts  understand  His  mysterious 
doctrine,  and  Oh ! how  happy  my  heart 
is!’  ‘Yes,  I am  old  and  stupid,  too,  and 
no  use  at  all,  but  He  gives  me  great 
peace.  And  He  saves  such  old  people 
as  we  are,  and  loves  and  pities  us.  We 
must  be  diligent  in  praying  for  the 
meetings  at  Loting  this  week,  so  they 
can  come  over  Satan,  and  get  many 
converts.’  Then  as  I came  by,  the  ‘Uet 
Shing  Mother’  took  my  hand  and  said 
‘You  must  very  soon  go  to  Uet  Shing 
and  teach  my  people.  I pray  for  them, 
but  that  isn’t  enough.’  But  the 
Broken  Legged  Man’s  Mother  had 
troubles  that  seemed  nearer  than  Uet 
Shing,  so  she  broke  in,  ‘I  am  so 
ashamed  of  my  granddaughter  Oi  Lin. 
You  want  her  in  school.  I want  her  in 
school,  Wing  Foon  (her  father,  the 
Broken  Legged  Man)  wants  her  in 
school,  and  her  uncles  want  her  in 
school,  but  she  is  bad  and  disobedient 
and  will  not  come.  She  came  last  year 
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two  or  three  days,  but  she  ran  off 
home,  and  would  not  come  back.  Her 
father  whipped  her,  and  starved  her, 
and  talked  to  her,  and  threatened  to 
throw  her  in  the  river  if  she  didn’t 
come.  But  she  just  won’t.  I pray 
every  day  till  I cry,  for  the  Heavenly 
to  make  her  repent.  We  have  tried 
our  best,  and  failed,  and  if  He  doesn’t 
she  will  just  have  to  go  to  hell.  We 
are  all  so  pleased  with  the  Jesus  Doc- 
trine, why  doesn’t  she  believe,  too? 
We  thank  God  every  day  that  Wing 
Foon  got  his  leg  broken,  so  we  could 
learn  the  Doctrine.  And  we  like  to 
pray  and  worship  God,  so  much.  When 
the  bell  rings  at  noon,  I know  it  is 
prayer  time,  and  I just  slip  up  here, 
it’s  God’s  own  house,  you  know,  and  I 
kneel  down  here  all  alone  and  pray, 
and  Oh ! how  happy  I am ! Just  the 
Heavenly  Father  and  me  together! 
Ah-h-!  It’s  wonderful.’ 

“ ‘What  made  Oi  Lin  afraid  to  come 
to  school?’  I asked.  ‘Well,  I’ll  just  tell 
you.  When  Mrs.  Leung  heard  that 
she  was  in  school,  she  said  to  me  to  let 
her  go  to  school  several  years,  then 
sell  her  to  their  nephew  for  a wife, 
and  she  could  go  to  Wuchow  to  live. 
Oi  Lin  heard  her  say  it,  and  ran  off 
from  school,  because  she  says  she  will 
never  leave  me,  and  she  thought  if  she 
were  not  educated  they  would  not 
want  her.  When  her  father  saw  how 
much  she  loved  us,  he  said  “We  do 
need  the  money,  but  we  won’t  sell  her, 
and  I will  regard  her  as  a son,  because 
the  Heavenly  didn’t  give  me  a son,  and 
I will  educate  her,  give  her  all  the 
chance  I would  have  given  to  a boy.” 
‘But  she  won’t  come.  How  can  a girl 
only  eleven  years  old  be  so  disobedi- 
ent?’ 

“ ‘Granma,’  I said,  ‘I  don’t  think 
she  is  disobedient;  she  is  afraid,  and 
she  has  been  sinned  against.  In  the 
first  place,  Christians  should  not  en- 
gage the  girls  when  they  are  only  ten 
years  old.  They  should  not  love  money 
more  than  their  children,  and  they 
should  not  talk  about  such  things  be- 
fore little  children.  Then  you  should 
not  have  punished  her  so  severely 


when  her  seeming  disobedience  was 
because  she  loved  you  so  much.’ 

“ ‘Of  course  it  is  not  her  mistake. 
Why  have  I been  so  stupid?  The  big- 
gest mistake  is  her  father’s,  the  next 
is  mine,  and  the  very  smallest  is  hers. 
Now  we  must  confess  our  mistakes  to 
her  and  to  God,  and  ask  Him  to  for- 
give us  and  then  He  will  make  her 
glad  to  come  to  school.’ 

“So  we  knelt  down — there  in 
God’s  Own  House — just  the  Heavenly 
Father  and  us — and  she  talked  to  Him 
of  all  that  was  in  her  heart.  The  way 
into  the  Holy  of  Holies  was  wide  open, 
and  we  were  in  the  presence  of  God,  a 
loving,  forgiving  Father. 

“When  we  arose,  the  Uet  Shing 
Mother  said,  ‘Thank  the  Heavenly 
Father,  Oi  Lin  will  come  to  school 
next  week.’  ” 

* * * * 

Miss  Lillian  McCracken,  one  of  our 
new  workers,  writes  of  a social  call  of 
some  of  the  missionary  ladies  of  Tak 
Hing: 

“If  you  cannot  find  enough  to  do  to 
keep  you  busy,  you  might  come  to 
China,  for  the  days  here  are  not 
nearly  long  eonugh  to  do  all  that  one 
wants  to  do.  Usually  my  days  are  full 
with  study,  callers,  short  walks  to 
country  villages  and  the  multitude  of 
things  that  fairly  clamor  for  atten- 
tion. Occasionally  a social  affair 
comes  my  way  and  makes  the  already 
full  hours  overflow. 

“Some  weeks  ago  Mrs.  Mitchel, 
Miss  Brownlee,  and  I were  enter- 
tained by  the  mother  of  ‘the  official’  in 
honor  of  the  birth  of  a grandson. 

“The  baby  was  born  in  the  hospital 
and  every  few  days  the  proud  grand- 
mother and  one  or  more  of  her  four 
daughters-in-law  came  down  to  visit. 
Their  chairs  were  always  accompanied 
by  four  soldiers  from  the  Yamen.  The 
soldiers  usually  spent  the  time  of  the 
visit  wandering  about  the  Mission 
Compounds,  and  several  times  we 
looked  up  to  see  a man  with  a gun 
at  our  window. 

“The  grandmother,  and  two  of  the 
wives  of  the  ‘official’  received  us. 
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They  were  dressed  in  silk  and  wore 
costly  jewelry  of  gold  and  jade.  The 
baby,  cunning,  little  yellow-faced, 
black-haired  Chinaman  was  dressed  in 
bright  red,  the  color  of  joy. 

“After  the  usual  amount  of  polite 
bows,  we  were  seated  and  at  once 
served  with  little  cups  of  hot  water. 
Evidently  our  hostess  had  heard  of 
the  foreigners’  peculiar  custom  of 
drinking  boiled  water. 

“As  we  sipped  we  chatted,  that  is 
the  others  did ; I envied  them  their 
ability  to  talk  Chinese.  I admired  the 
baby,  smiled  at  the  pretty  painted 
third  wife,  and  tried  to  look  as  if  I 
understood  at  least  a part  of  the  con- 
versation. Part  of  the  conversation 
concerned  our  families.  My  family  of 
eight  is  large  enough  to  command  re- 
spect, but  the  other  girls  here  who 
boast  of  nine,  eleven  and  fourteen 
‘hing,  tai,  tsz,  mooi’  (brothers  and  sis- 
ters) always  win  admiring  comments 
from  the  Chinese. 

“Mrs.  Mitchel  and  Miss  Brownlee 
looked  perfectly  proper  and  composed, 
just  as  if  they  moved  in  official  circles 
every  day.  Afterwards  they  confided 
that  they  weren’t  as  comfortable  as 
they  appeared  to  be.  Secretly  I kept 
wondering  how  many  sacred  rules  of 
etiquette  I was  smashing  to  bits. 

“Presently  we  heard  a suggestive 
bustle  in  the  next  room,  and  then  we 
were  invited  out  to  tea,  served  in  quite 
a western  fashion  on  a white  cloth. 

“We  had  lotus  seeds  in  a thick 
syrup,  little  cakes,  milk  and  water, 
candied  lotus  seeds,  bits  of  orange, 
which  we  ate  from  little  spears  of 
silver,  eggs  colored  like  Easter  eggs, 
and  melon  seeds.  Doesn’t  that  sound 
good  ? It  was  good. 

“We  had  our  opportunity  as  we 
always  do  to  witness  for  Christ. 
Will  you  remember  these  women  in 

your  prayers?” 

* * * * 

Lo  Ting,  China.  Miss  Jean  M.  Barr 
sends  news  from  the  school  at  Lo 
Ting,  and  also  gives  an  account  of  a 
visit  to  the  little  Christian  school  at 
Fung  Shaan.  She  says : 


“Lo  Ting  is  a city  of  schools,  with 
but  one  Christian  school.  Some  time 
ago  there  was  laid  on  the  teachers 
and  pupils  of  that  one  “Good  News” 
school  a burden  of  prayer  for  this 
little  army  of  Lo  Ting  students,  and  a 
new  item  was  added  to  the  school 
prayer  list. 

“We  looked  for  a special  person  to  be 
raised  up  to  take  charge  of  this  work, 
little  dreaming  that  the  Lord  intended 
us  to  help  answer  our  own  prayers.  A 
suggestion  from  Dr.  Dickson  caused 
us  to  open  our  girls’  school  for  a Sab- 
bath afternoon  Bible  study  class  early 
in  May,  with  the  result  that  forty 
young  men  responded  to  the  invita- 
tions, thirteen  of  whom  registered  for 
regular  study.  This  number  steadily 
increased,  until  after  six  weeks  the 
total  registration  is  sixty-four.  While 
the  attendance  is  varied,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  many  of  these  students  go  to 
their  country  homes  for  this  ‘holiday,’ 
still  the  interest  has  been  keen.  Mr. 
Lei  and  Mr.  Wong  help  in  the  teach- 
ing. One  fine  young  man,  Mr.  Pang, 
who  seems  to  be  a natural  leader,  has 
definitely  decided  for  Christ. 

“How  we  praise  God  for  this  mani- 
festation of  His  love  in  granting  us 
this  privilege  of  helping  meet  this 
peculiar  need  in  Lo  Ting.  Do  you  not 
hear  a call  to  put  the  student  body  of 
Lo  Ting  on  your  prayer  list,  that  the 
Master  may  get  great  glory  in  the 
immediate  salvation  of  these  boys? 
We  need  your  help  in  this  work. 
Needless  to  say  this  has  greatly 
strengthened  the  faith  of  our  girls, 
and  inspired  them  to  greater  diligence 
in  prayer.” 

* * * * 

“A  nicely  plastered  and  white- 
washed mud-brick  building  originally 
intended  for  a stable,  but  never  used 
as  such ; for  pupils  two  darling  little 
girls  six  years  old,  two  older  girls,  six 
boys,  and  one  young  widow ; and  Sau 
Hing,  a sweet-faced,  gentle-voiced, 
Spirit-filled  woman,  the  presiding 
genius  of  the  place — put  these  all  to- 
gether and  you  have  the  school  in  the 
little  village  of  Fung  Shaan  which 
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Miss  Dean  and  I visited  in  May.  The 
village  is  about  a four  hours’  chair 
ride  from  Lo  Ting.  We  left  early  Fri- 
day morning  to  avoid  as  much  of  the 
heat  as  possible.  There  was  a light 
breeze,  which  was  our  joy  and  com- 
fort all  the  way. 

“The  school  is  most  interesting, 
with  its  wide  variety  of  pupils.  One 
of  the  two  little  girls  is  a ‘bought-to- 
raise’  child ; the  other  is  the  only  child 
of  a young  widow.  The  oldest  of  the 
boys  is  a fine  young  lad  twelve  years 
old,  who  had  been  baptized  just  the 
Sabbath  before  our  visit.  Sau  Hing 
has  been  there  only  about  three 
months,  yet  on  that  Sabbath  four 
women  and  this  boy  received  the  seal 
of  baptism,  beautiful  fruits  of  this  life 
in  their  midst.  They  all  belong  to  the 
home  in  which  she  is  living. 

“Friday  evening  the  neighbors  in 
the  little  village  were  invited  to  come 
in  for  a meeting.  Miss  Dean  had  a 
Sabbath  School  picture  roll,  showing 
many  of  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  and 
eagerly  they  drank  in  the  stories  of 
the  love  and  power  of  the  Saviour. 
The  seating  capacity  of  the  little 
school  room  was  more  than  exhausted. 
I once  saw  three  women  occupying 
the  same  chair  at  the  same  time,  and 
in  the  dim  light  one  could  see  many 
faces  at  the  door.  Some  stayed  to  talk 
after  the  meeting,  but  after  while  all 
went  away,  and  we  were  left  to  go  to 
sleep  in  our  little  room  off  the  main 
school  room.  Our  bed  was  boards 
placed  on  two  saw  horses,  a regula- 
tion Chinese  bed.  For  softening  we 
had  a steamer  rug,  a quilt,  and  two 
sofa  cushions.  This  much  we  needed 
for  the  chairs,  and  we  made  it  do  duty 
for  bedding  as  well. 

“The  next  morning  Miss  Dean 
spent  advising  and  helping  with  the 
school  work,  while  I sat  an  interested 
spectator  in  the  corner.  We  left  for 
home  about  1 o’clock.  Again  a breeze, 
the  gift  of  the  Heavenly  Father  in 
answer  to  prayer,  tempered  the  heat, 
and  storm  clouds  off  toward  the  west 
sheltered  us  from  the  rays  of  the  sun. 

“This  is  one  of  two  such  schools  in 


this  district,  and  only  one  of  very 
many  that  ought  to  be,  that  are  so 
sorely  needed  in  numbers  of  villages. 
It  is  noble  work,  truly  a missionary 
work  on  the  part  of  those  who  leave 
their  homes  and  family  and  friends 
and  go  to  teach  in  these  villages.  It 
shows  the  power  of  a fully  surren- 
dered Spirit-filled  life.  It  is  a social 
center  for  the  community,  and  most 
of  all  it  is  a light  that  shines  out 
clearly  in  that  village  and  sheds  light 
and  love  and  hope  into  hearts  that  are 
hopeless  and  burdened  with  sorrow, 
and  who  see  nothing  beyond  the  daily 
round  of  hard  work,  the  constant 
struggle  for  food  and  clothing.’’ 

WAS  IT  WORTH  WHILE? 

It  was  the  picture  of  a calm-faced 
man,  bound  and  standing  for  judg- 
ment before  an  angry  mob,  and  before 
an  earthly  king,  whose  face  showed 
anything  but  composure.  It  was  also 
one  of  a series  of  pictures  telling  the 
story  of  redemption — the  most  won- 
derful story  that  can  ever  be  told — 
which  decorates  the  walls  of  the  Lo 
Ting  Hospital  dispensary  waiting 
room.  This  picture  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  a patient  because  of  the 
great  vehemence  it  portrayed.  He 
asked  for  an  explanation,  and  one  at 
the  desk,  himself  a babe  in  Christ, 
brought  forth  the  book  and  together 
they  read  the  reference  passages. 

We  are  reminded  of  Isaiah  55:  11, 
“My  word  shall  not  return  unto  me 
void,  but  shall  accomplish  that  which 
I please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the 
thing  whereunto  I send  it.” 

PROVERBS  FROM  SPURGEON 

Buy  not  silk  while  you  owe  for  milk. 

Pegging  away  will  win  tne  day*. 

Maybes  are  no  honey  bees. 

A maid’s  best  dress  is  bashfulness. 

Fathers’  fraud  drives  sons  abroad. 

Play  not  with  fife  nor  ill  desire. 

To  be  loved,  be  lovable. 

Be  hardy,  but  be  not  hard. 

Better  be  one-sided  than  two-faced. 
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WOMEN’S  DEPARTMENT 

Edited  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin  a id  Mrs.  M.  E.  Metheny, 
College  Hill,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 


“THE  BIBLE  AND  MISSIONS” 

The  Missionary  Message  of  the  New 
Testament. 

1.  Where  do  we  find  the  missionary 

message  clearest? 

2.  What  great  truths  in  John  3 : 16? 

3.  What  relation  does  the  old  Tes- 

tament bear  to  the  New? 

4.  Can  the  New  Testament  be  fully 

understood  without  a knowl- 
edge of  the  Old? 

5.  What  is  the  message  of  the  An- 

nunciation, the  Benedicite,  and 
the  Magnificat? 

6.  By  what  different  classes  was  the 

glory  made  known? 

7.  What  was  the  missionary  mes- 

sage of  Simeon? 

8.  How  do  the  places  of  Jesus’  stay 

during  his  infancy  foreshadow 
his  mission? 

9.  What  prophecy  is  there  in  the  in- 

scription on  the  cross? 

10.  What  is  the  double  centre  of  the 

revelation  which  Jesus  makes? 

11.  Does  Christ’s  revelation  of  the 

Father  show  him  to  be  any  less 
holy,  powerful,  and  just  than 
the  Jewish  view  of  the  old  Tes- 
tament? 

12.  Is  there  not  a tendency  in  some  of 

the  present-day  teaching  to 
take  away  the  idea  of  God  as  a 
king — to  democratize  him,  and 
put  him  on  our  own  level? 

13.  What  effect  have  religions  that 

emphasize  God’s  imminence? 

14.  In  what  sense  is  God  the  father 

of  all  men? 

15.  What  is  the  drift  of  Islam? 

16.  Is  not  God  in  a deeper  sense  the 

Father  of  believers  in  Christ? 

17.  What  effect  has  failure  to  per- 

ceive this  truth? 

18.  What  riches  does  this  truth  be- 

stow? 

19.  Do  we  not  sometimes  lose  the  pre- 

ciousness  of  these  privileges  by 
our  familiarity  with  them — 
take  them  for  granted,  as  we  do 


water,  air,  and  other  blessings? 

20.  How  many  passages  speak  of  the 

Kingdom  of  God,  and  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  ? 

21.  What  is  the  comparative  use  in 

the  gospels,  and  in  the  other 
books  of  the  New  Testament? 

22.  What  idea  replaces  it? 

23.  Was  this  idea  strange  to  the 

people? 

24.  What  was  the  Jewish  idea  of  the 

Messianic  kingdom? 

25.  When  did  this  hope  shine  bright- 

est? 

26.  Does  Jesus  teach  that  the  king- 

dom is  to  come  by  revolution? 

27.  What  was  the  message  in  the 

preaching  of  both  John  the 
Baptist  and  Jesus? 

28.  What  kind  of  a force  is  that  which 

brings  about  the  kingdom? 

29.  In  what  are  men  inclined  to  trust? 

30.  Can  it  be  brought  by  violence? 

31.  What  teachings  of  Jesus  so  en- 

raged the  Jews? 

32.  How  are  we  Anglo-Saxons  in- 

clined to  look  at  the  gospel? 

34.  Is  the  kingdom  yet  to  come,  or  is 

it  in  existence? 

35.  What  do  we  learn  about  the  grad- 

ual coming,  and  final  triumph? 

36.  Where  does  Jesus  state  most  fully 

the  truths  about  the  kingdom? 

37.  What  parables  did  he  explain  to 

the  disciples? 

38.  What  is  the  teaching  in  those  of 

the  waiting  servants,  the 
pounds,  and  the  marriage 
feast  ? 

38.  What  forecasts  have  we  of  long 

waiting? 

39.  In  the  secret  growing  of  the  seed. 

and  in  what  period  are  we  now  ? 

40.  What  is  our  duty  in  regard  to  the 

commands  of  Christ? 

41.  What  place  is  the  kingdom  to  have 

in  our  lives? 

42.  Should  we  doubt  the  coming? 

43.  Should  we  be  indifferent  about 

it? 
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44.  What  lessons  can  we  learn  from 
the  late  war  about  the  possibil- 
ity of  the  evangelization  of  the 
world  in  this  generation? 

We  will  now  study  the  missionary 
activities  of  Jesus,  and  his  explicit 
commands : 

1.  How  did  he  begin  his  work? 

2.  Where  and  to  whom  did  he  first 

reveal  himself  as  the  Messiah? 

3.  Where  have  we  the  first  confes- 

sion of  him  as  the  Savior  of  the 
world  ? 

4.  For  what  is  this  journey  notable? 

5.  What  command  did  he  give  the 

disciples? 

6.  How  do  his  words  about  the  har- 

vest apply  to  us? 

7.  What  tour  did  he  make  at  the 

beginning  of  the  Galilean  min- 
istry ? 

8.  What  was  his  next  step? 

9.  For  what  did  he  train  them? 

10.  Whom  did  he  take  with  him  on 

the  second  tour? 

11.  On  the  third? 

12.  How  then  did  he  send  them,  and 

to  whom? 

13.  When  he  sent  them  on  the  last  did 

he  confine  their  ministry? 

14.  What  lesson  can  we  learn  from 

his  strategy? 

15.  To  what  does  the  acceptance  of 

Christianity  commit  us? 

16.  Where  do  we  find  other  forms  of 

the  commission  aside  from  the 
Great  one? 

17.  What  was  the  purpose  of  Luke  in 

writing  Acts? 

18.  Was  it  easy  for  the  disciples  to 

lose  their  old  idea  of  Jesus’ 
kingdom  as  an  earthly  one? 

19.  What  shows  the  faith  of  Jesus? 

20.  What  accessories  were  lacking  in 

the  founding? 

21.  How  did  they  divide  their  field  of 

labor? 

22.  In  the  record  given  by  Matthew 

of  the  meeting  with  the  eleven 
on  the  mountain,  what  phrase 
confirms  the  truth  of  the  re- 
cital ? 

23.  On  what  is  Christ’s  command 

based? 

24.  What  is  the  first  duty  of  the  sol- 

dier? 


25.  What  is  ours? 

26.  What  is  the  connection  between 

the  command  and  the  promise? 

27.  Into  what  four  parts  is  the  work 

divided? 

28.  Is  it  enough  for  the  missionary  to 

29.  What  is  the  next  step? 

go  through  the  land  and  pro- 
claim the  gospel? 

30.  Was  the  Great  Commission  as  re- 

corded in  Matt.  28 : 18-20  given 
at  that  time? 

31.  Is  it  the  same  as  that  in  Acts  I? 

32.  What  is  the  massage  to  be  preach- 

ed to  the  ends  of  the  earth? 

33.  What  is  the  meaning  of  “As  my 

Father  sent  me  so  have  I sent 
you?” 

34.  What  does  the  rest  of  the  New 

Testament  contain? 

35.  What  was  the  substance  of  the 

disciples’  teaching? 

36.  What  of  the  saying  “there  is 

plenty  to  be  done  at  home?” 

37.  Where  were  the  first  churches 

planted  and  how  long  did  it  take 
to  reach  the  boundary  ? 

38.  Why  do  we  not  have  more  opposi- 

tion now? 

39.  (Read  the  passages  noted  p.  85.) 

40.  What  place  has  the  giving  of 

money  in  mission  work? 

41.  Was  the  mission  work  confined  to 

ordained  ministers? 

42.  Who  were  some  of  the  women  who 

helped  in  the  work? 

43.  What  glimpses  do  we  get  of  kinds 

of  church  work? 

44.  What  signs  of  love  for  one  an- 

other? 

45.  What  dangers  are  there  in  this 

age? 

50.  How  may  we  counteract  them? 

51.  What  should  be  the  substance  of 

the  message,  and  the  first  requi- 
site for  workers  ? 

52.  What  must  the  church  expect? 

53.  What  part  is  to  be  taken  by  the 

church? 

54.  What  place  has  prayer? 

55.  How  shall  we  give  ourselves  to 

Christ? 

56.  Should  we  be  despondent? 

57.  What  does  Revelation  show  us? 

58.  What  picture  does  it  give  of  our 

materialism  and  its  dangers? 
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At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Cov- 
enanter Welfare  Society  of  Pitts- 
burgh, it  was  with  much  regret  that 
the  ladies  decided  to  disband.  Follow- 
ing is  the  report  of  work  completed 
for  the  year : 

There  were  15  all-day  sewings  held, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  17. 

Home  for  Colored  Children : 36 
girls’  petticoats,  24  girls’  night 
gowns. 

Allegheny  Day  Nursery  and  Tem- 
porary Home  for  Children:  10  panty 
waists,  6 pair  drawers,  11  boys’ 
waists,  6 boys’  night  shirts. 

For  Missions. 

Boys’  Boarding  School,  Latakia : 30 
bed  ticks,  30  pillow  cases,  12  roller 
towels,  20  tea  towels,  2 helmets,  49 
sheets,  2 face  towels,  1 bath  towel,  25 
wash  cloths,  4 sweaters,  40  heavy 
comfort  covers,  17  pairs  knitted  socks, 
821/2  yards  ticking  for  covering 
springs. 

To  missionaries  at  Latakia  to  use 
as  they  wished : 34  girls’  dresses — 17 
pink  gingham  and  17  blue  gingham — 
40  face  towels,  35  dressed  dolls. 

Dr.  Balph’s  Hospital:  36  sheets,  46 
pillow  cases,  20  gauze  wipes,  1 night- 
shirt, Red  Cross  style. 

Girls’  School,  Latakia:  61  night 
gowns.' 

Boys’  Boarding  School,  Mersine : 20 
bed  ticks,  21  sheets,  34  upper  covers. 

Secretary. 


AN  EXPLANATION. 

The  poem  “Oath-Bound,”  which  ap- 
pears on  page  177  of  the  September 
issue  of  “Olive  Trees,”  was  written 
for  the  “Women’s  Department,”  July 
issue.  There  was  no  “Women’s  De- 
partment in  the  July  number,  and  as 
there  was  no  issue  for  August,  this 
poem  was  printed  in  the  body  of  the 
magazine. 

The  author  is  Miss  Jane  Peoples, 
and  should  be  credited  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Presbyterial. 

We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the 
Presbyterials  to  the  order  in  which 


we  hQpe  to  receive  articles  for  the 
Women’s  Department  of  Olive  Trees 
during  the  year.  The  following  is  the 
order  to  be  observed: 

Colorado,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
New  York,  Ohio,  Pacific  Coast,  Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh,  Canada. 

The  reason  for  putting  Colorado 
before  Canada  is  that  this  gives  us 
four  organized  bodies  with  secretaries 
who  can  be  called  on  at  once.  It  will 
take  more  time  to  hear  from  the  unor- 
ganized sections,  as  we  may  have  to 
call  on  several  persons  before  we  re- 
ceive material. 

If  each  Presbyterial  has  appointed 
a correspondent  let  the  secretary  no- 
tify such  correspondent  in  ample  time 
so  that  her  contribution  may  be  in  our 
hands  on  the  12th  of  the  month  before 
that  in  which  it  is  to  appear.  We  hope 
that  the  first  article  will  be  received 
by  the  10th  of  September,  and  that 
each  month  will  bring  one  from  the 
correspondent  that  comes  next  in 
order. 

We  propose  in  addition  to  this  an- 
nouncement to  write  personally  to 
each  secretary.  In  the  case  of  those 
sections  which  are  not  organized  the 
matter  is  more  difficult.  We  see  no 
way  at  present  but  to  take  the  pastors’ 
wives  in  alphabetical  order,  and  re- 
quest articles  from  them,  or  that  they 
shall  suggest  some  competent  person. 
We  shall  be  glad  if  any  one  can  sug- 
gest a better  method. 

N.  B. — Please  follow  carefully  these 
directions,  as  failure  to  do  so  means 
additional  work  for  the  editors,  loss 
of  time,  and  additional  cost  in  postage. 


AN  ABUNDANT  HARVEST. 

Just  now  when  it  is  harvest  time 
and  reports  are  coming  in  from  all 
over  the  country  telling  of  great  har- 
vests of  grain,  our  minds  grasp  more 
easily  the  picture  presented  in  those 
words  of  the  Master,  “The  harvest 
truly  is  great  but  the  laborers  are 
few.”  The  picture  is  more  vivid  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  the  laborers  are 
few  in  the  fields  that  are  actually  go- 
ing to  waste.  There  never  was  a time 
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when  the  farmer  was  more  discour- 
aged than  now.  The  cry  from  East 
to  West  is  for  help  and  because  that 
help  is  not  forthcoming  crops  are  not 
being  reaped. 

A cartoonist  in  one  of  the  Western 
papers  not  long  ago  portrayed  in  a 
clever  way  the  present  economic  con- 
ditions. The  title  of  his  cartoon  is 
“Our  Talent  for  Economic  Great- 
ness.” It  is  in  four  pictures.  The 
first  is  that  of  a man  going  over 
Niagara  in  a barrel.  On  the  shore  a 
large  crowd  is  gathered  to  witness  the 
bravery  of  a daring  man.  Some  are 
anxious,  others  are  shouting  and  en- 
couraging the  performer.  Below  this 
picture  is  another.  A man  is  jumping 
from  one  airplane  to  another  just 
below,  as  both -are  flying  in  the  air. 
On  earth  a crowd  of  spectators  are 
wild  with  excitement  as  they  behold 
with  human  eyes  the  feat  of  a fellow- 
man.  Hats  are  flying  upward,  and 
the  picture  assures  us  that  it  is  an 
excited  crowd.  The  third  picture  is 
an  athletic  contest.  Pole  vaulting  and 
hammer  throwing  are  in  progress. 
But  on  the  side  lines  the  throng  cheers 
madly  as  it  sees  the  finish  of  a race. 
The  runners  are  coming  in  exhausted ; 
some  could  not  finish.  The  fourth  and 
last  picture  is  that  of  Uncle  Sam  nail- 
ing up  a poster  which  reads,  “Wanted ! 
Man  for  Honest  Work,  Eight  Hours, 
Good  Pay,  Must  Be  Steady  and  Hard 
Worker.”  In  this  picture  there  is  a 
crowd  also,  and  hats  are  flying  in  the 
air,  but  men  are  losing  them  in  an 
effort  to  get  away  from  Uncle  Sam’s 
poster. 

“We  Have  Nothing  If  Not  Cour- 
age” is  the  title  of  the  first  picture; 
“Resourcefulness  and  Daring”  the 
title  of  the  second;  “Eudurance, 
Speed  and  Physical  Power”  the  third ; 
but  under  the  fourth  are  these  words. 
“But  the  Trouble  Is,  No  One  seems 
to  Apply  Them,”  True  it  is  a car- 
toon, and  made  to  make  people  laugh. 
Nevertheless  it  is  a timely  picture  and 
contains  more  “fact  than  fiction.” 

Christ’s  message  to  us  is  “Go  ye 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 


gospel  to  every  creature.”  The  har- 
vest was  great  in  the  time  of  Christ 
and  is  great  still.  We  must  realize  this 
not  only  as  individuals  but  also  as  a 
church,  for  it  is  said  that  “a  church 
that  stays  at  home  soon  loses  the  home 
in  which  it  stays.” 

Do  we  realize  the  need  in  this  har- 
vest field?  It  would  seem  that  we  do 
not,  when  we  read  that  a woman’s 
missionary  society  of  the  United 
States,  wishing  to  establish  mission 
schools  in  South  America,  sent  down 
seventy-five  Bibles  and  twenty-five 
Testaments.  What  was  that  among 
thousands  of  illiterate  people?  Never- 
theless that  was  a step  to  open  up  the 
way. 

To  us  South  America  is  a rich  con- 
tinent, but  to  those  who  know  it,  South 
America  is  a continent  of  great  need. 
Not  only  does  it  need  religion  but  also 
education.  Here  is  a call  for  teachers 
as  well  as  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

The  Chinese  citizen  is  held  back 
from  self-development  not  by  the  men 
around  him  but  by  the  generations 
behind  him.  Can  you  imagine  our  own 
country  with  very  few  hospitals  of 
any  kind,  not  one  children’s  hospital 
but  one  medical  school?  Also  ignor- 
ont  and  superstitious  people,  leprosy 
and  other  terrible  diseases  allowed  to 
spread  in  the  crowded  cities.  If  you 
can,  then  you  can  understand  China. 
What  a place  to  live!  Yet  there  are 
people  living  there  who  are  eager  for 
the  message  of  God. 

“Far  and  wide  though  all  unknowing 
ing 

Pants  for  Thee  each  human  breast ; 
Human  tears  for  Thee  are  flowing, 

Human  hearts  in  Thee  would  rest.” 

Not  long  ago  a man  addressed  the 
students  in  a government  school  at 
Pekin,  after  study  hours.  They  lis- 
tened for  an  hour  to  a description  of 
school  and  college  life  in  America. 
When  the  speaker  had  finished  he  an- 
nounced that  all  who  wished  to  enroll 
for  Bible  study  might  have  the  chance 
to  do  so.  All  pressed  forward  to  en- 
roll. None  of  them  were  Christians 
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but  they  believed  that  the  progress  of 
America  was  somehow  due  to  the 
Bible. 

Poor  Africa,  with  its  ignorant 
peoples,  has  been  called  the  dark  con- 
tinent because  so  much  of  it  has  never 
been  reached  by  missionaries.  The 
task  of  a worker  there  is  a difficult 
one  to  be  sure.  His  problem  is  to 
create  a Christian  African  civiliza- 
tion. Africa  is  a land  of  strange 
people,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Yet,  “How  shall  they  call  on  Him  in 
whom  they  have  not  believed;  and 
how  shall  they  believe  in  Him  of  whom 
they  have  not  heard;  and  how  shall 
they  hear  without  a preacher;  and 
how  shall  they  preach  except  they  be 
sent?”  “Go  ye.”  Does  that  mean 
you  ? Are  you  answering  this  call  of 
nations  desiring  to  know  God? 

Paul,  in  spite  of  persecutions,  ship- 
wrecks, and  indifference,  was  con- 
vinced that  the  gospel  of  Christ  had 
found  an  entrance  and  that  the  debt 
of  responsibility  was  his  to  pay. 
Christ  left  the  plans  in  the  hands  of 
men.  They  were  to  labor  with  Him. 

He  is  counting  on  you, 

He  is  counting  on  a Love  that  will 
share 

In  His  burden  of  prayer 
For  souls  He  has  bought  with  His 
life’s  blood 

And  sought,  through  sorrow  and  pain, 
to  win  home  yet  again, 

He  is  counting  on  you — 

If  you  fail  Him, 

What  then? 

“But  I cannot  go”  is  an  excuse  often 
given.  Then  are  you  filling  the  place 
God  has  for  you  at  home?  There  is 
work  for  you  here.  A minister  can- 
not labor  alone;  we  are  his  helpers. 
May  we  be  compared  with  the  men 
who  are  losing  their  hats  in  an  effort 
to  get  away  from  duty,  or  may  we  be 
compared  with  the  men  who  are 
straining  every  muscle  to  win  the 
race  ? 

Many  of  our  own  churches  are  with- 
out ministers  and  our  Sabbath  schools 


without  teachers.  It  was  Christ’s  plan 
that  everyone  should  be  a laborer  in 
this  great  harvest.  We  are  members 
of  a young  people’s  society.  “Why 
stand”  we  “idle  all  the  day?  Go  ye 
also  into  the  vineyard.”  We  must 
awaken.  Is  our  society  working?  Is 
our  church  working?  And  is  our 
nation  doing  all  it  can  to  find  laborers 
to  gather  in  this  harvest?  We  must 
begin  at  once.  To  wait  would  mean 
this  harvest  lost,  for  millions  will  pass 
out  of  this  generation  without  the 
. knowledge  of  Christ  and  his  message 
of  redemption.  Shall  America  evan- 
gelize her  share  of  the  world?  This 
is  the  ringing  challenge  flung  down 
to  American  civilization. 

0 America,  America,  stretching  be- 
tween the  two  great  seas,  in  whose 
heart  flows  the  rich  blood  of  many 
nations,  into  whose  mountain  safes 
God  has  put  riches  of  fabulous 
amount,  in  whose  plains  the  Almighty 
has  planted  the  magic  genius  that 
blossoms  into  harvests  with  which  to 
feed  the  hungry  multitudes  of  earth, 
nursed  by  Puritan  and  Pilgrim,  de- 
fended by  patriot  and  missionary, 
guided  by  the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day 
and  of  fire  by  night,  sanctified  by  a 
faith  as  pure  as  looks  up  to  heaven 
from  any  land;  0 America,  let  thy 
Master  make  thee  a savior  of  the 
nations,  and  let  thy  Father  lead  thee 
over  mountains  and  seas,  through  fire 
and  flood,  through  sickness  and  pain, 
out  to  that  great  hour  when  all  men 
shall  hear  the  call  of  Christ,  and  the 
last  lonely  soul  shall  see  the  uplifted 
cross,  and  the  whole  round  world  be 
bound  back  to  the  heart  of  God ! 

Myrta  McMillan, 

Greeley,  Colo. 

Read  at  La  Jinta,  August  9,  at  the 
Y.  P.  C.  U.  Convention,  Colorado  Pres- 
byterial. 


To  avoid  a second  quarrel,  avoid  the 
first. 

If  you  can’t  be  clever,  you  can  be 
clean. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRES,  CHURCH 


Latakia,  Syria. 

Rev.  James  S.  Stewart,  D.  D.  fur?0“gU 

Mrs.  James  S.  Stewart fur?0nugh 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

Mrs.  Samuel  Edgar  

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Balph 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor. 

- Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson 

Mrs.  Robert  E.  Willson 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland  fur?0“gll 
Mrs.  Andrew  J.  McFarland  fur?0nugh 

John  Peoples,  M.  D fur?0nugb 

Mrs.  John  Peoples  

Miss  M.  Elma  French 


Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Kate  W.  McBurney,  M.  D 

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams 

Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 

Miss  Nellie  A.  Brownlee 

Rev.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Miss  Lilian  J.  McCracken 

Do  Sing,  West  River,  South  China 

Rev.  R.  C.  Adams  

Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams 

Canton  Medical  Missionary  Union, 
Canton,  South  China 


Larnaca,  Cyprus 


James  M. -Wright,  M.  D 


Rev.  Alvin  W.  Smith  . . . 
Mr.  Ernest  V.  Tweed  . . . 

Nicosia,  Cyprus 
Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D 
Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll 


Tak  Hing  Chau,  West  River, 
South  China 


Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb' 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb 


On 

furlough 


Mrs.  James  M.  Wright 


Lo  Ting,  Via  Canton,  South  China 
E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson 

Miss  Jean  M.  Barr 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb 

Mrs.  William  M.  Robb  . 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean 

Miss  M.  Edna  Wallace,  M.  D 


NOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Indian  Mission,  Apache,  Okla. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Superintendent. 

Miss  Inez  Wickerham 

Miss  Ellen  Wilson 

Miss  Irene  McMurtry 

Miss  Mae  Allen 

Mission  of  the  Covenant,  800  South  6th  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

riss  Annie  Forsyth 
Miss  Emma  M.  McFarland 

Volunteers 

Miss  Anna  Thompson 
Miss  Isabel  McFarland 
Miss  Margaret  Johnston 
Mr.  Robert  Crawford 
Mr.  Samuel  Jackson 
Mr.  Melville  Pearce 
Miss  Anna  Thompson 

The  Cameron  Society  of 
the  Second  Church. 


Southern  Mission,  Selma,  Ala. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  Superintendent 
Miss  Lola  Weir,  High  School 
Miss  Mary  Reynolds,  High  School 
Miss  Ella  Hays,  Grammar  School 
Miss  Mary  Wilson,  Sixth  Grade 
Miss  Laura  Weir,  Fifth  Grade 
Mrs.  M.  1.  Robb,  Fourth  Grade 
Miss  Ruth  Kynett,  Third  Grade 
Miss  Eulalia  Howard,  Second  Grade 
Mrs.  E.  0.  Senegal,  First  Grade 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Sims,  Primary  Department 
Miss  Mary  E.  Fowler,  Girls’  Indue.  Dept 
Prof.  Theod’re  Lee,  Boys’  Indus.  Dept. 
Miss  Sophia  Kingston,  Prin’l  Little  Knom 
Mrs.  Louise  Kynett,  Prin’l  Pleasant  Grov$ 
Mrs.  Estelle  Lightning,  Asst.  Girls’  In- 
dustrial Dept. 

Mrs.  Earnest  Brooks,  East  Selma 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 


President 

S.  A.  STERRETT  METHENY,  M.  D.,  6i7  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Vice-Pesident 

J.  C.  McFEETERS,  D.  D.,  1719  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa- 

Second  Vice-President 
R.  J.  BOLE,  170  Broadway,  New  York 
Corresponding  Secretary 

FINDLEY  M.  WILSON,  D.  D.,  2517  Franklin  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Recording  Secretary 

F.  M.  FOSTER,  Ph.  D.,  305  W.  29th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Treasurer 

JOSEPH  M.  STEELE  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Transportation  Agent 

SAMUEL  R.  BOGGS,  Kensington  Avenue  and  Ontario  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Mission  of  The  Covenant  and  Church  Erection — 
Mr.  Joseph  M Steele,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission;  Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission ; Testimony  Bearing  Sustentation; 
Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows'  and  Orphans*  Fund;  Literary,  Students’  Aid; 

National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  Agnes  C.  Steele,  139  S.  Highland  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


EVANGELICAL  AND  NON-SECTARIAN 

THE  SUHMY  SCHOOL  WORLD 

Under  the  treatment  of  each  lesson  will  be  found 

The  Leseon  Approached  In  Young  People’s  and  Adult  Classes 

The  Lesson  Outlined  In  Junior  Classes 

The  Lesson  Explained  and  Applied  In  Primary  Classes 

Through  Oriental  Eyes  For  the  Superintendent 

Illustrations  from  Life 

Published  monthly.  48  paces  and  cover.  Single  copy,  *1.00  per  year  : 9 cents  for  one  month. 

To  schools,  in  clubs  of  three  or  more  copies  sent  to  one  address,  80  cents  each  per  year;  zi  cents 
each  for  three  months.  Subscriptions  may  begin  with  any  month.  Send  to 

American  Sunday-School  Union,  '®^nadeieph"a”  p«** 


TELEPHONE:  785  M ORN INGSI DE 

WM-  MGGLBfTN’S  SON 
UnDE>RTF\KE>R  FIND  EmBFILMBR 

369  WE.ST  U6TH  STREET, 

ROBERT  L-  McCLEAN  NE)W  YORK 

JAMES  S.  TIBBY  bvilSing  - Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES 


